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The Lambda Philatelic Journal is published quarterly by the Gay 
and Lesbian History on Stamps Club (GLHSC).  GLHSC is a 
study unit of the American Topical Association (ATA), Number 
458; an affiliate of the American Philatelic Society (APS), Num-
ber 205; and a member of the American First Day Cover Society 
(AFDCS), Number 72. 
 
The objectives of GLHSC are to promote an interest in the col-
lection, study and dissemination of knowledge of worldwide 
philatelic material that depicts: 
 
6 Notable men and women and their contributions to society 

for whom historical evidence exists of homosexual or bisex-
ual orientation, 

6 Mythology, historical events and ideas significant in the his-
tory of gay culture, 

6 Flora and fauna scientifically proven to having prominent 
homosexual behavior, and 

6 Even though emphasis is placed on the above aspects of 
stamp collecting, GLHSC strongly encourages other phila-
telic endeavors. 

GLHSC OFFICERS: 
 
President ........................................... Angela Watson 
Vice President .................................. Brian Lanter 
Secretary ........................................... Vacant 
Treasurer .......................................... Judith Beckett 
Editor ............................................... Joe Petronie 
 

ADDRESSES: 
 
Lambda Philatelic Journal 
PO Box 190842 
Dallas TX  75219-0842 
USA 
 
GLHSC@aol.com 
 
Web-site:  www.glhsc.org 

MEMBERSHIP: 
 
Yearly dues in the United States, Canada and Mexico are 
$8.00.  For all other countries, the dues are $10.00.  All 
checks should be made payable to GLHSC. 
 
There are two levels of membership: 
 
1) Supportive, your name will not be released to APS, 
ATA or AFDCS, and 
2) Active, your name will be released to APS, ATA and 
AFDCS (as required). 
 
Dues include four issues of the Lambda Philatelic Journal 
and a copy of the membership directory.  (Names will be 
withheld from the directory upon request.) 
 

ADVERTISING RATES: 
 
Members are entitled to free ads. 
 
Non-members can place ads for $10 per issue.  Repro-
ducible ads should be submitted, along with a check 
made payable to GLHSC, to the editor’s address.  Ads 
should be no larger than 1/4 page.  Any ad submitted 
without artwork will be created by the editor and at the 
editor’s discretion. 
 

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE: 
 
Publication Date                 Articles Needed by 

March 2002                        February 15, 2002 
June 2002                           May 15, 2002 
September 2002                 August 15, 2002 
December 2002                  November 15, 2002 
 
All artwork and articles should be received by the editor 
no later than the end of the month prior to publication 
for inclusion in that issue.  The membership directory 
will be published no later than the second quarter. 

The Lambda Philatelic Journal thrives on philatelic articles, original or reprinted, and alternative viewpoints for publication.  The 
editor reserves the right to edit all materials submitted for publication.  The views expressed in the journal are those of the writers 
and do not necessarily represent those of the Club or its members.  Any comments should be addressed to the Editor at one of the 
addresses listed. 
 

© Copyright 2001 GLHSC 
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News from the Editor 
Please note that the club 

mailing address has 
changed.   

 
     

 
I received a wonderful surprise in the mail.  
A thematic dealer in Köln, Germany sent me 
an offer for some David Hockney postmark/
cancels.  These were used earlier this year to 
promote an exhibit of Hockney’s work in 
Bonn, Germany.  A copy of this dealer’s 
postcard ad can be found on page 13. 

     
 
Is anyone interested in sending in their profile 
for the next issue?  I haven’t received a pro-
file in quite some time.  I’d love to resume 
this feature. 
 

     

Slovenia postal card issued for World AIDS Day. 
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The Florida Forty Stamper 
By Francis Ferguson, Jr. 

Michelangniolo di Lodovico Buonarroti-Simoni.  Art has been 
profoundly influenced by this extraordinary man.  Born on 
March 6, 1475, this genius graced this world with fruits of his 
imagination, that ranged from sculptures, to frescos, to whole 
buildings designed in a manner and scale never before under-
taken.  His death on February 18, 1564, just short of his 89th 
birthday, was truly the end of a life that enriched civilization. 
 
Michelangelo, a native of Florence, Italy, had an early life that 
revolved around the study of art.  At the age of 13, he was placed 
in the workshop of the painter, Domenico Ghirlandaio.  Even 
though he was to become an accomplished painter in life, this 
was never what he considered to be his strength.  At the age of 

15, Michelangelo began to study at the sculpture school 
in the Medici family gardens.  Sculpting was to become 
his passion in life as expressed by the many magnificent 
works to come later.  Michelangelo’s early life associa-
tion with the Medici family would come back to haunt 
him in later life.  This association with the Medici family, 
who provided two Popes during this time period (Leo X 
& Clement VII), would serve to forge a connection to the 
Throne of Rome.  This connection would later be the ba-
sis for Michelangelo’s work to please the reining Pope.   
Much of Michelangelo’s lifetime was spent fulfilling the 
desires and commissions of the sitting Pope.  Many of the 
Popes during this time can be described as tyrants. 
Countless works of art commissioned during this time by 
the Popes, served to further their vision of art, to glorify 
and beautify the common world. 
 
Michelangelo’s true love was sculpture.  He conceived of 
the figure as being “imprisoned” in the block of stone or 
marble.  By removing the excess material, the form was 
then released.  The two magnificent sculptures for which 
Michelangelo will forever be known are the “Pieta” and 
David.  The “Pieta” was completed in 1500 and is housed 
in St Peter’s in Rome.  It is the only piece of his work he 
ever signed.  The giant, muscular, nude youth of David, 
completed in 1504, is housed in the Academia of Flor-
ence.  These pieces of work exude the true artistic genius 
of this man. 

Letter to the Editor 
Dear Joe, 
 
I’ve been reading the last few journals and wanted to give some 
feedback on recent articles.  Feedback is so important to a writer 
no matter the subject or length.  My writing group on the web 
where we post our stories is a great group of people.  We post our 
stories and instantly receive praise or criticism.  It’s a good learn-
ing tool and it just makes you feel good when you do a good job 
and people acknowledge it. 
 
The articles by Francis Ferguson, Jr., have been a great source of 
fascination, in particular the backgrounds of Alexander Hamilton 
and Baron von Stueben.  It’s incredible to think that the U.S. had 
gay people in the upper echelons of its government and military 
that shaped the country’s beginnings.  Please share more of these 
stories with us. 
 
I also enjoyed the article on Orson Welles by Ian Young.  It’s 
quite shocking to read how blasé this genius director was about 
his extraordinary childhood, and even more so, his love life.  It’s 
certainly one of the more interesting Hollywood stories. 
 
I always enjoy Paul Hennefeld’s little profiles.  They are small 
gems to be treasured, like a chocolate that leaves you wanting 
more. 
 
I am working on a couple of articles that will hopefully be done 
and sent out to you soon.  I encourage everyone to write an arti-
cle.  [Ed. Note:  I agree!]  The research that you do will be worth 
the knowledge and insight you receive. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Laura Clemente 
Canada 

Much to Michelangelo’s chagrin, Pope Julius II in 1505 
recalled him to Rome for two commissions.  The first 
commission dealt with the design and construction of the 
Tomb of Julius II.  A serious shortage of Papal money 
brought this project to a halt, much to Michelangelo’s 
displeasure.  Instead he was instructed to move on to the 
second commission, one that he never wanted.  It was to 
create frescoes for the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel.  This 
difficult task was undertaken from 1508 to 1512, and 
completed only after many episodes of serious rancor be-
tween Pope Julius and Michelangelo.  Even though 
Michelangelo never fancied himself as a painter, this 
work can only be called magnificent.  
 
In 1546, Michelangelo was appointed as the chief archi-
tect of St. Peter’s Basilica.  This was his crowning 

(Continued on page 6) 
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PAUL HENNEFELD'S 
"GAY HISTORY ON 

STAMPS" COLLECTION 
ON DISPLAY AT 

MONTCLAIR  
PUBLIC LIBRARY  

October is 'Stamp Collecting Month' and October 11th is 
'National Coming Out' day. To celebrate these two occasions, 
the Montclair Public Library has on display Paul Hennefeld's 
stamp collection 'Out Of The Closet' and other philatelic 
memorabilia that inspired the Montclair resident to search for 
notable gay and lesbian persons depicted on postage stamps of 
the world. Included in the display are the books, Gay American 
History, Jonathan To Gide, and The Gay Book Of Days. These 
three books were of great importance to the collector in com-
prising a list of gay and bisexual persons on stamps.  Hennefeld 
published his list in 1982, and has continually updated it. 'Out 
Of The Closet' has been exhibited throughout the USA and has 
won numerous awards including 16 gold medals. Hennefeld 
says that it has been a great pleasure bringing gay history to a 
mostly conservative philatelic audience. To the novice most 
stamp collections aren't exciting, but at stamp shows where 
'Out Of The Closet' has been exhibited, the collection always 
draws a crowd. Visit the Montclair Library on South Fullerton 
Avenue and enjoy the exhibit. 
  
Paul Hennefeld is a long time resident of New Jersey.  He was 
raised in Cliffside Park, Richfield Park, and Paterson.  In 1952 
[during the Korean conflict], he enlisted in the US Air Force, 
and made the Air Force his career.  Paul and his life-time part-
ner, Blair O'Dell, were the first Montclair couple to take advan-
tage of the state of Vermont recognizing gay people to marry in 
a civil union ceremony.  They were married in Vermont on 
July 6, 2001 and have been together 26 years. 

Blair and Paul in front of Paul’s exhibit on display during the  
month of October at the Montclair Public Library. 

Paul in front of his collection. 

Display case at the Montclair Public Library. 
Copies of several of the reference books used to build Paul’s 

 award-winning collection on display.   

Text reprinted (and edited by Paul Hennefeld) from e-mail 
newsletter received from: 
 
QUEER MONTCLAIR / OUT IN ESSEX: 
A GAY & LESBIAN VIRTUAL COMMUNITY IN THE 
MONTCLAIR AREA 
Post Office Box 1974 , Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003-1974 
Phone: 973-776-3901, Ext. 8686 
E-Mail:QueerMontclair@hotmail.com 
www.geocities.com/QueerMontclair/index.html 
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(Continued from page 4) 
achievement as an architect.  His efforts shaped and influenced 
the inside at the main altar end of the structure, on the exterior 
design, and on the final form of the dome.  Modern day visitors to 
St. Peter’s Basilica are treated to an awesome sight of majestic 
beauty.  Michelangelo’s grasp of architectural form and function 
place him in a select class of visionaries. 
 
There is little doubt that Michelangelo’s love of the male form 
was his overriding concern in life.  In the massive homoerotic 
figure of David, one can see the perfect lithe nude male youth, 
muscular and alert.  In his frescos, one can see countless nude 
youths gracing the surroundings.  The  body of evidence, which is 
considerable, strongly suggests that  Michelangelo was gay.  
There is well documented evidence that points to a number of 
men, that at one time or another, were in a close personal rela-
tionship with Michelangelo.  The “white-wash” applied to this 
subject by historians, including Michelangelo’s own grand-
nephew, who published an edition of his poetry in which all the 
masculine pronouns had been changed to feminine pronouns, 
have only served to further cloud this perception.  Furthermore, 
rather curiously in all his considerable correspondence, he never 
once even hinted to marrying.  During his lifetime, Michelangelo 
was extraordinarily secretive, and burned all his drawings and 
personal papers before his death.  What a tragic loss to history. 
 
Once again we are drawn to the end of the current article -- see 
you in future cyberspace, have a good holiday season filled with 
happiness, warmth, and good cheer!  I look forward to hearing 
from any readers with comments or suggestions.  I can be 
reached at ferg@cfl.rr.com     The next article will be about an 
American classic. 
 
Source material: (1) Rictor Norton, “The Passions of Michelan-
gelo”, The Great Queens of History, updated 3 Feb 2000  http://
www.infopt.demon.co.uk/michela.htm  (2) MS Encarta ’97  

AIDS Checklist Update 

An updated AIDS Checklist follows on the next five pages.  I would like to thank Blair Henshaw, Phil Stager and Ulf Uland for 
their help in getting this list current.  There seemed to be a lull in AIDS issues in  late 1999 and early 2000.  However, with the 
America Issue (UPAEP), approximately 15 countries in the Spanish speaking world have issued AIDS related stamps in the past 
year. 
 
Previous checklists published in this journal separated AIDS related stamps and people with AIDS (PWA) into two different 
lists.  Both lists have been combined into one checklist.  The “Subject” column has been renamed “Notes” and includes addi-
tional information for some issues.  Russian local issues are not listed since they are generally not included in the major stamp 
catalogues.  (A listing of these stamps will be published in the March 2002 journal.) 
 
There are a few stamps listed in either Michel or Yvert, but not in Scott.  One of the stamps is from Gambia portraying Anthony 
Perkins.  The only stamps listed in Scott on the day of issue are a set featuring baseball-related movies.  Tanzania and Zaire are 
two other countries that have at least one stamp not listed in Scott.  Does anyone have information on these stamps? 
 
I hope that this helps.  Any input  or additional information will be greatly appreciated.  Thanks! 

Scott no. 665 
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Gay & Lesbian Update 

It’s a GAY world... 
 
Antigua issued a sheet of 4 stamps honoring Marlene 
Dietrich on July 3, 2001.  Scott no. 2489 (a-d). 

India issued a stamp on May 4, 2001, honoring Frederic 
Chopin.   Scott no. 1890. 

Mexico issued a stamp on June 21, 2001, featuring Frida 
Kahlo.  Though the Mexican and US stamps bear similar art-
work, and were issued on the same day; they are not joint 
issues.  Scott no. 2228. 
 
Moldova issued a set of four stamps featuring famous 
women on April 28, 2001.  Marlene Dietrich can be found on 
one of the stamps.  Scott no. 373. 
 
Sierra Leone issued a sheet of four stamps on June 18, 
2001, featuring Marlene Dietrich.   Scott no. 2461 (a-d). 
 
United States issued a stamp to honor Frida Kahlo on 
June 21, 2001.  A similar stamp was issued the same day by 
Mexico.  The US stamp caused a slight flurry of criticism 
because of Kahlo’s views.  Scott no. 3509. 

AIDS Update 

Costa Rica issued a set of two stamps for the America 
Issue in December of 2000.  Fight against AIDS was the 
theme.  Scott nos. 540-41. 
 
Ecuador issued two stamps in 2000, for the fight against 
AIDS.  These were part of the America Issue.  Scott nos. 
1557 (a-b). 
 
Macedonia issued a mail tax stamp on December 1, 
2000.  It was obligatory on mail December 1-7.  Scott no. 
RA110. 

Dag Hammarskjöld was honored by the United Na-
tions on September 18, 2001, with a release of a stamp from 
each UN Office.  All three stamps bear the same design.  The 
New York stamp is a light blue, the Geneva stamp is a red-
brown and the Vienna stamp is a light green. 
 
Thanks to Paul Hennefeld who supplied the covers. 

12 December 2001 



 

Be the next GLHSC 
Member Profile...

submit yours  
today! 

Helpful Addresses 
 
American Philatelic Society (APS) 
PO Box 8000 
State College PA  16803-8000 
814-237-3803 
www.stamps.org 
 
American Topical Association (ATA) 
PO Box 50820 
Albuquerque NM  87181-0820 
505-323-8595 
home.prcn.org/~pauld/ata/index.html 
 
American First Day Cover Society (AFDCS) 
PO Box 65960 
Tucson AZ  85728 
520-321-0880 
www.afdcs.org 
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WANTED: 
Articles on your 

favorite gay, 
lesbian, bisexual or 

other philatelic  
topics to be 

included in future 
journals. 

 
Submit to the editor at 

address on page 2. 

Always buying 
collections. 

I buy everything...not just gay-
related, but USA, worldwide, 
whatever...even cinderellas! 

 
Robert W. Gesell 

PO Box 8248 
Ann Arbor MI  48107-8248 

 
E-mail:  Rgesell3@juno.com 

Phone:  (734) 662-5460 
APS member 

Urgently needed for my gay/
lesbian collection  

"Out Of The Closet" 
 
 My collection is in need of a commercial cover of USA  
Scott # 1932, Babe Didrikson Zaharias 18 cent.  This 
is a difficult item to find as the 'Didrikson' stamp was 
issued Sept. 22, 1981, and postage was raised to 20 
cents on Oct. 28, 1981.  It is very important that I 
find a commercial cover.  I have two FDC, but for an 
exhibit a commercial cover is a must.  Judges frown 
upon First Day Covers 
 
Paul Hennefeld, 
512 Park Street 
Montclair, NJ 07043-1944 

Collector seeks  
Postcards/Ephemera 

 
I collect real photo postcards (gay 
oriented, sports/physique, nudes,  

affectionate couples, 
 cross-dressing).  Also, early gay 

magazines/ephemera. 
Prompt payment ensured. 

 
Frank Serafino 

61 Woodland Drive 
Oak Brook, IL  60523 

USA 
 

Or leave message at: 
(773) 342-1906 

14 December 2001 


