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Tomie dePaola

DePaol a was gay. He ¢
tel ThegNew Yor k
d4zine 2019 that,
career, "f it
'were g@y hayeu &bO6big
“on your chest . .. a
ndé buy your b(olok s
3 Phot o newwaysministry \ b (
\ Among Il
his many wor ks, DePaol a, e Qe Qs Snpn ) BN focy Wrote
i i ¥ Th dePaol a om Sefftem| |de
one 0 f t h e ear l I €58 t p I C t Co?m tlwumm yeeda:o vllng eadmgt ?Elna:a e;l;\o hlachl
Ndei i m h DePaol te and illustrated more than 270 children's
who coul d be ndeididn laisk eq ute B ey o s e e
) he L Il Wild w known as the Children’s |eraure
t h I n g S t h a t b 0 y 9 T me € b G a s rg'd \:/aerdff his s:ngan 3 ta§1;‘|2|contnbutlontochlldrensIlterature
wa s b ase d on h I S o wn c h I " The norgdenomugtec%eapstaﬁp 1£ fran theronfgtng Nsna 'theﬁrstc(
a series and one of his best-known books, first published in 1975. The older
- A woman on the stamp is “Grandma Witch” (Calabria, Italy). She uses magic to cure her neighbors’
T h e p ro t a g oni & lsa D e pllsand@l ith @atters of the heart. In the stamp, she is carrying her magic pasta pot.
19701 fver Butt OWEN S D T L
Syr e s 0 r € S S nushhePog @ N
I Pagl d terful ability to express complicated emotions
d an a ) S p %:g[t:r;t::aéelgzleeqnma;:"::s%\d?a ??clﬁ:gt‘raa?gns ﬁlleld‘txilthhlswarmand lively characters.”
t h (0] t y S t \érkﬁm;&ed of folkaleb an§Jgends, informational books, religious and holiday stories,
E vV e h | S| and tto@?lr@auubi;ﬁrap&algleeDeceptlvely simple, dePaola’s stories contained layers of
emotional meaning that appeal: readers of all ages.
and nce WI n ;
p r. DePaola attempted to convey three fundamental truths in all his books: Success depends on hard
0 Vv e r h | S ( Q |) a S S n Siryand Petuesby work, happiness relies on embracing one’s true self, and love and kindness underscore all.
Tomie dePaola DePaola passed on March 30, 2020 in New London, New Hampshire, USA. He was 85. The
( 1 ) Wl k | p e d | a | melt)se'um created the Tomie dePaola’s Art Education Fund to support art education for young
ple.
2https:// mombi anmemartti2Zedr@ 0e/ 03/ 30/ i n
( 2 ep gaoultahb ti-bvwetrt -ei EBS’I-mU cnhor e/ Publisher of Strega Nona is Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers. .
Shttps:// www. newwaysmini stry. or gnhédRighrartt forkd ddpdoatdhplis fose sB/Re BA Bre@ordDefry Koy@s. She ch
( ? 0 I’de%p a mbe&w hi |l -d u E-Wyb-p a i nntaemy y %lis design ars her kid: grew up ::eading tﬁgss'goesga Nona books thisomak?r\gdngglaazgo\?zs
cat ht o al Li ecs / Lvrsit::r in their fffsamillyhThe s:]amas were printed by Ashton Potter Ltd., of Williamsville, New York,
, using offset lithography. Microprinting appears somewhere in the design.
M b h } Cachet designer:t (fjarol j. Edholm; Mountlake Terrace, Washington, USA. Only six sets of these specific
e m e r e X ? covers were created. ST
a. t G A S S 2 ( ;4{\9_‘ Tomie dePaola
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endl ess opportunities
treatments. Whether t
tell a joke, champi o
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meant to be worn and

\

1 FIRST DAY OF ISSUE
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These pins let others know a person’s pronouns. They create a more
inclusive, safe, and supportive environment for people in the LGBTQ+
community. Pronoun pins reduce misgendering and normalize

sharing your pronouns.

R~ OTM
=
QO® >
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GASS Station

Hartford, CT 06103

AFDCS Pins 1t On!

My AMERICOVER pinback button collection

includes one for every year from 1995 to 2019.
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@ Tomas Griebling is with Mike Miklovic at e X
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Connecticut Convention Center.
5Im - &

"You are making a very strong political and social statement with

i N b this exhibit - DO NOT BACK DOWN" .
f o a
Just returned from the Great American Stamp Show in Hartford,
0} C - . . 1
CT - the annual national meeting of our various stamp and postal
a history collector organizations (American Philatelic Society; n

I American Topical Association; Gay & Lesbian History on Stamps; 1

S e
and Sports Philatilests International; and others).
s h

a These comments were part of the juried public forum critique and
also on the written ballot from my primary respondent - himself a
new winner this weekend of the highest lifetime achievement
award in our hobby. My exhibit examines the symbol of the Pink
Triangle - originally created by the Nazi regime to oppress gay
men in the WWII concentration camps - and subsequently
reclaimed after Stonewall by our community starting with ACT UP
and others. The message and need for activism remain critically
important today and for our future. Proud to have also given a
seminar session on it during the meetings which generated great
discussion.
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Gay Postal History:
Barney Frank

The final installment of this
series 1is on another Congressman
from the State of Massachusetts.
The first two Congressmen were
forced to leave public office upon
disclosure of their sexual prefer-
ence. The third Congressman had a
different outcome, though his
ordeal began much the same as the
other two. The fourth, and final
Congressman, had a much different
chain of events.

The closet was still "home" for
Barney Frank while he was a Massa-
chusetts state representative.
Unlike others who were gay yet did

not acknowledge this fact, he was
very supportive of gays and
lesbians. In the 1980 elections,

he was elected to the US House of
Representatives. His district
covered the Boston suburban area of
Newton and Fall River.

Massachuserts

Once in Washington,
Frank began to

it appears that
slowly open the

door. His coterie began to grow.
Visits to gay bars Dbecame more
frequent. And, he was still a very

strong supporter of gay and lesbian
issues. By the mid 80's, most
people who knew Barney Frank knew
or suspected that he was gay.

1987 was to be an important year

for Frank. Gary Hart, who was
running for President, was forced
to drop out of the race. This was

due to Hart's affair with Donna
Rice. The press went on a frenzy,

delving into politician's private
lives. The Governor of Ohio was
said to have had three affairs.
Reporters then began to gquestion
Jesse Jackson on his relationships.
Then, Connecticut Representative
Stewart McKinney died of AIDS. He
was married at the time and the
father of five. Upon his death, it
was discovered that he had had
several gay relationships. It was
at McKinney's funeral when Frank
decided to publicly acknowledge his
being gay. "I don't want to leave
the impression that I am embar-
rassed about my life."

During a May 29, 1987 interview
with the Boston Globe, Frank said,
"If you ask the direct gquestion:
'Are you gay?', the answer Yes.
So what? 1I've said all along that
if I was asked by a reporter and I
didn't respond it would look like
had something to hide, and I don'
think I have anything to hide."

1S:

ot H

Barney Frank was the first US
Congressman to openly acknowledge
that he was gay. The others were
all forced to make this admission.
Frank's coming out marked an
important moment in gay history.

Rep. Frank has since been re-
elected to Congress. His sixth
term began after the 1990 off-year
elections. He 1is currently on
several House committees: Banking,
Finance, Urban Affairs; Government
Operations; Judiciary and The
Select Committee on Aging.

The House of Representatives
currently has two members known to
be gay. The Senate has none. of
the four members covered in this
series, it appears that public
acceptance is growing. However,
both members that were forced from
office represented Southern states.
Reps. Studds and Frank come from a
much more liberal state. One day,
all of America will discover that a
person's sexual preference does not
affect their ability to be public
officials.

(Continued
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