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i Ricard found these German personalized stamps on the
Joe Petronie ! the Ga y & Le internet. They are from 2022. If anyone has any information
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Correos (Spain) issued a souvenir sheet of three stamps in
2019. The theme of the issue is "the generation of 2000". On
the right side there is a list of other milestones of generation
2000. The list includes the approval of gay marriages in
Spain in 2004. [Thanks to Ricard for alerting the group of
these stamps.] All comments v

#GLHSC #LGBTQHISTORY * 9 Top fan
. Maxim van Ooijen

These are personal stamps (Briefmarke
Individuell) issued by Deutsche Post DHL
Group for the ColognePride 2022 from 1to 3
July 2022. 70 cent is the tariff for an inland
postcard.
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Katharine Lee Bates

by Jerry Hall

Katharine Lee Bates was born on August 12, 1859,
in Falmouth, Massachuesetts. She was a professor
of English at Wellesley College, near Boston.
Besides teaching, she also wrote volumes of poetry,
travel books and a number of scholarly books. She
also wrote several children’s books.

In July 1893, Bates and several other professors
spent three weeks teaching a summer session at
Colorado College in Colorado Springs. Near the
end of their trip, they made the journey to the top of
Pikes Peak. She was overwhelmed by the sight of
the Rocky Mountains. It was here that she was
inspired to write the poem, America the Beautiful.

Two years passed before the poem was published.
The Congressionalist magazine published it on July
4, 1895. It became an immediate success. Bates
felt that since so many people loved this poem, and
a few were miscopying some of the words, she
made a slight revision in 1904. The final version
that we know today was published in 1911. It was
set to the music that Samuel A. Ward wrote for the
ancient hymn “Materna.”

On April 24, 1981, the U. S. Postal Service issued
three stamps with phrases from America the
Beautiful. Scott number 1890 was issued in sheet
format with an amber scene, 1891 in coil format
with a blue scene and 1893 in booklet with a purple
scene. The booklet contains 2 number 1892 and 6
number 1893.

.. Jor purple mountain majesties

Phi l
1996,

FromL&aimkeda

September Vol

a tGS{AC 7|» 8 %EEPT%M%E%{I 1996

The debate on Ms. Bates began in 1993, when
lesbians in the Colorado Springs area claimed her as
one of their own. The arguments for:

® A biography written by a niece states that Bates,
as a child wrote: “I like women better than
men.”

e While at Oxford, Bates described how a student
“nestled her aching head against me while we
watched the sunset amber in the sky...”

® Bates shared a house with a fellow Wellesley
professor for 35 years. Her name was Katharine
Coman.

e When Coman died, Bates was “bewildered past
all pain, past all desire, in grief too dull for
tears.”

e Lillian Faderman, in her book, Surpassing the
Love of Men, wrote that Bates and Coman
shared what was at the time called a “Boston
Marriage.” Faderman feels that today we
“probably” would view such people as women-
identified women, i.e. lesbians.

Those who argue against Bates being a lesbian
claim:

e Melinda Ponder, a professor at Pine Manor
College and author of a new biography on
Bates, thinks it highly unlikely that Bates and
Coman were lovers. They may have been
affectionate, but she feels that this was
unremarkable.

e Bates had at least one romance with a man,
whichi fell apart with pain.

e Wellesley women were encouraged to remain
single.

More research is needed on this famous American.
Both sides present their arguments with great
passion. One thing is clear: Katharine Lee Bates
gave America a “beautiful” poem!

Bibliography:

(“Gay activists state claim to famous author”, The Denver
Post, July 7, 1993.)

Surpassing the Love of Men, Lillian Faderman.
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