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W. Reginald Bray, The Great British Mail-Prankster
Posted by JacobSloan on September 23, 2010

The New Yorker writes about W. Reginald Bray, a legendary prankster who, more than one hundred years
ago, tested the limits of the British postal system. I’'m not sure whether today you could get away with
mailing a stamp-covered skull:

Bray was an avid collector who amassed stamps, postmarks, train tickets, and girlfriends, and who, after
reading the entire British Post Office Guide, impishly determined to take the rules as challenges. He tried
posting an unimaginable array of things, to see whether the post office would deliver them. Apparently, at
the time, the smallest item that could be posted was a bee, and the largest an elephant. Bray seems to have
tried most things in between. At one point or another, he mailed a bowler hat, a rabbit skull (the address
spelled out on the nasal bone, and the stamps pasted to the back), a purse, a slipper, a clothes brush, sea-
weed, shirt collars, a penny, a turnip (address and message carved into the durable tuber), an Irish Terrier,
and a pipe, among other curios.

Perhaps most remarkably, he posted himself, becoming the first man to send a human through the mail in
1900, and then, through registered mail, in 1903. Tingey’s book includes a picture of Bray being delivered
to his own doorstep—presumably the sort of package likely to please the lady of the house.

And Bray did not stop there. He sent postcards crocheted by his mother. He made out address fields in
cryptic verse, or to the inhabitants of empty caves, or describing only the latitude and longitude of the des-
tination, or with a picture of the location to which the article was meant to be delivered (see, in the slide-
show below, the postcard made out to “The Resident Nearest This Rock,” for example). He threw mes-
sages into bottles and solicited the world’s largest collection of autographs, including ones from Gary Coo-
per and Laurence Olivier, Charlie Chaplain and Maurice Chevalier. The image that emerges from this antic
and visually arresting volume is of a blithe English rogue, testing the system, stretching its limits—an ex-
perimenter, playing the most relentless, and amusing, of pranks.
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https://americantopical.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=G%2bFaHJL1eM1BaOhEuimvlEVxIvgMjZmkjpFkE5jO567oJ86RYsNVgyV%2f17uZFKHPfywTFcPwIa4LJlUcgqV2PUt0bd9pMADXzc9bW3Sh8Ho%3d
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https://americantopical.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=NaiT7QtWcEiIezVjT6cdJIa4EJQGAqTIb2yZ6jT9A2hH%2fKB7Tw%2bnhD5xDBt0Tw9ftUrNI9bwr1OspQjNhe4j5iSLf%2b5rqjvl2kgivECnd5U%3d
https://americantopical.org/EmailTracker/LinkTracker.ashx?linkAndRecipientCode=NaiT7QtWcEiIezVjT6cdJIa4EJQGAqTIb2yZ6jT9A2hH%2fKB7Tw%2bnhD5xDBt0Tw9ftUrNI9bwr1OspQjNhe4j5iSLf%2b5rqjvl2kgivECnd5U%3d
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https://youtu.be/IIfleqTVQno
https://www.northtorontostampclub.ca/exhibiting/2022-virtual-exhibition/crossdressing-and-drag-youd-be-surprised-by-whos-done-it_1
https://www.northtorontostampclub.ca/exhibiting/2022-virtual-exhibition/crossdressing-and-drag-youd-be-surprised-by-whos-done-it_1
https://www.northtorontostampclub.ca/exhibiting/2022-virtual-exhibition/crossdressing-and-drag-youd-be-surprised-by-whos-done-it_1
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On 25 October 2022, Chi lCn e lCGd@dsdébde rdjejl @e@amteidi s w
stamp with MeGalkroi eled eMir att e antg and T nir
featuri nRg bveartko bMont enegrsoheet s comm t

Accession o S5R = - r
October 2022, Mexikbl relieaaded, i . = g s

S om

On 22
stamp with ClGialbe i ek he W athidrmd he sou S
featuri nBohbvertko bMont enegvwage( 1888t ur | t h
1968) He was born in Guaidml adjraersas essn ... by
Mexico City to study drd\lvmrmganari—ldamtlm:cuuwu t he
Academy of San Carl os. Htehesnt ussoedemitr t fleedtcadet
my of San Fernando i n Madriad pamndCegpamptBebgoar al
years in Paris before returning to Mexico. He w
one of the first to be i@Gnwod vedt omert h20 M2 x i Bjainb o
rali st movement and dedishaetd ahnids tcwaor eseoru vteoniirl Isi
tration and publishing, Ceartternairty poafi nt hemg DiGGadyv
promotion of Mexi can hamdmbaf f Eawmanrdd nféoa rkt éaer ts.o u
Homosexual ity is coded istheee¢everadlvagesces of hi s
wor Kk
On 9 OctoberBiZsOSZ&u rGai li e
On 21 O Slam\'rankiaaure Sshee comme mor
rel eased el kibm@at Chgrl es III, i ncl uc
Art, inc mpDif @ma ur Pngncess of Wal e
t he wil k Hardy .Ami es
200f19r a of
phearsd E n On 9 October-Bi2922y rGauli e
in Bratislava, g5 weoatedmifanricah utriee sheet cel ebr at
Academy of Pertorming Actsdiimg one stamp featur
Prague, and trained with UHaeiss!| #laesifgo.dddbyp, t he
founder of the Bratislava scenography movement .
He devoted time to grapbBnc 9deCscitgonb,e r Brizede 28 r trGaslit ai
creati on, and artistic jriweilatyyr avhsheetwoahkhdng &89
actor, set designer 6 andr actoisntgu nteh ed elsa 5gtnhe r A R o bAvl eer
partner was actor Richardr St BPaotiweenl |
On 13 October 2022, I t alQ@n r9e | Gecatsoebde FB i 250s 2a2um p r Gaul 0 enaes
memor ating the BiceAnt-enaweniorf sthheee tDecactnhmearfor at i n
toni o .Canova of the Death of MaMoinlty-n
gomeryi ncCltifa sel vage.
On 12 October 2022, North Macedonia released a
stamp commemorating the ONh259 hOAnobee-BROILRLY o iGalli e
the BFramzo$%chubert mini ature sheet and a s
rating the 80th Annivers
On 11 October 2022, Tur kogdy ErlelAelaasneedi na s onucv eundii rn g
sheet commemorating the Wemitre nalregeto fBardhveamng nMMe at
stice of Mudumsya,f af eKaetmarle mAgt a -
t ¢r k
On 6 October
On 11 October 2022, the Sesbral easkdas
bookl et of ten stamps <ce ' I5til aoved sbhL Stow
Beauty, including one st fTionlgs t ey F1f9cldDiBl2s
(Narci)ssus EHe was born i
=mtRUSSsian nobl e
On 9 October 2022, Djibo aseéthea niamidtyur e
Ssheet commemor ating the VYbaesantahy ao fPoQuyaeama, Elsionda hwe
beth 1, i ncluding one amnhdmpeifsuwurtalry nlgi fheesrt yil m®
dr ess ddirgmaend Hay t nel |

(Continued on
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Saint Petersburg, and pwblhshedl dowwsplfaiyresrt Rreonwee
Chil dhobotde first o f- a trio of s e mi

autobi ographical - .. @Qn 4 H@c tj aliceameaat2a hx
army in time for i = 0 | Basadt dpalr duraimp
the Cri mean War Nu)png it ens SShetwamn.
Hi s mastWampi eands i ng one stamp fea
Kareni amppeared i tfireo@r amd S GY Xaagy

1877, respe®dt iyoe Mbns and-1998pP 1He w.
di ary -9éx satmter ac o] L |2 ibso rmo é ms Momds u mma n «
early autobiographi a G heg ,wraontde folfedii svi k¢
for Gmemhysi cal beauty anlj92hfi stdoMaersoeﬂIWoem- Franc
e spiritual beauty. On é&rhkee ;ewtey odalhams, mamrt ag
Leo gave his diaries, dehallisignhges kRatensi ve we
past, to his betrothed. i nydamrs sl at ¢dre, agzhti eved 3i
dren and an wunhappy marmi agegeshangubasial i am- ¢
cused him of homosexual iweswi admiat tdedsci pl dhavVihag
di mir Chertkov. yout h. Al s o, ope€l gude

Brialy revealed in 2004
er wiz2toh2 2si nger Reda Cl aire
r KRledsasperdi vaat e secretary ir

On 5 Octob
d
sheet cel e-
e
c

t
New Zeal an
mi ni atur e
brating t
il akd22 BI
e R Wo mén Rugh

e
e

Neenw 2Z2ax-t ober 2022, Centr
|Feear snesd a miniature sheet

h
ack
y Tememtmor ating t 70t h Anni
u
]

he
: feat uRubnyg , Tuision of Queen Elizabeth
Renee W,lchPhodrftflea Wiom d nhes heet featuring B o rdmaens s
sel vage. Hartaatl a | abel and the
vage with designs Kased
Ruby Tui (Wasnbd®®l)n WBEhAitwagthormmher wearing the
and made her rugby sevenssi gdedbdurtimainn Had U 2neild Fi j i
For New Zeal and, she won a silver medal at the
2016 Rio de Janeiro Olyf@pi @s Oandbevron2022golCentr
me d a l at the 2020 Tokyo |l @laysmgli @as.mi nBEheuhel pleeet
New Zealand win the 202ImeMoewaZeabanhtdeRU§BEYHh Ann
Worl d Cup Since 2019, Rwabegr th-BBavdderen i n a r el a-
tionship with former Mai FM host Dani Fennessy.
On 2 October 2022, Centr
Renee Wicklifwas (bomemhlhdr&@éasfed a miniature sheet
the New Zeal and squads tmamowatni ndret RB€100UhiI Aad i
Kingdom Rugby World CupElthabOHL3 TdMpbsoow incl u:
Rugby Worl d Cup Sevens, stoiuev e2n0ilr7 slhreeelta nlda bReul g -f e a
by Worl d Cup, and t he 20s2ilg nNe¢dw eldye a | Samadtia &Rt uegrb y P11 u r
Worl d Cup Renetehmsr et hi maa3yasmegy e@uiblyar of f
tionship with fellow player Portia Woodman.
On 2 October 2022, Centr
Portia Woodmani n(ibboran | ¥9pd gasyeedd a mi ni ature sheet
net bal | before switchingmetnoorradugmyy urieor 15m h2@h#
She won a silver medal akr itdhe . RaOHI6o Ri o de Janeir
Ol ympics and a gold medal at the 2020 Tokyo
Ol ympi cs. She was partOnof30t ISeptNemb-&iesagd Gy e Ge
teams that won the 2017milmiedtanrde Rsuhgebeyt Vdonrdl da s
Cup, t he 2018 Gol d Coaatt i Cpo mmoerwzAadtth Amheiover
Games, the 2018 San Franmasdo d®Rag¥Wiyn&Norl d Cup
Sevens, and the 2021 New Zealand Rugby Worl d
Cup. Portia hesmbeehat MOmas30iopSept emb®Bi s28@R2r ele

(Continued on
19



mi ni ature sheet and a sobheathh rofsh@ederc ofimemodbet |
rating the 445th Anniver $amayuof nghe eBi ritnhNoarfmdake t
Paul Rubens, includphg oHarsmahpoheasuampgwith ¢
rodite , EY®sus(),Cuphhdr) mes phot ogCaphl| bWwietah omer we a
(Mer curtyhe souveniArpphsibeetcofrmamtauri iomg dNesmandeldagine
dite (avhdlmws) (,Cugpnd )t he souvenir
sheet sel vAapgher ofdeiatteEr(iovsegn uGn 18 September 2022, T
(Cupidmnadnysus .(Bacchus) ture sheet overprinted t
of Queen Elizabeth 11,
On 30 Septemb®i s83@R2yreGeimedng her i n Nlorrensasne sH adre
mi ni ature sheet celebratmealgl Nude Paintings, i n-
cluding one Hsetraancp efse a(tHuerricnug e s )
On 16 September 2022, C
On 30 Septemb®8i s8@R2reGCemvhed welve stamps <celebr
mi ni ature sheet and a soiuwvelnudi sd e a neposng njdappat tt-e |
rating the 90th Anniversapproémitde HDpatas o s EI(iV
beth Taylor, including onehstoadmp eaHhddVmehses 5 Me raenai
sheet selvage feat uGlieng MPeorseinonogNemesnke)om
opatradesi gneeénley 8hdr ahfe st amp
featur i @Qat hem a nHwitt hTihnai®aofl5 September 2022, Ce
styl iSygney Guil aroff released a miniature sh
celebrating Queen EIli zal
On 30 Septemb®8i s8@R2yreGetim@duning her iin her we
mi niatur e sheet comme morMNwotrimmagn tHhlae t Delalt h of
Queen Elizabeth 11, including a | abel featuring
in a dresdodesnghedtbel | On 15 September 2022, Cc¢
released a miniature sh
On 30 Septemb®8i s8@R2reGeewedthemor ating the Death
miniature sheet and a soiuwvelnudi rsheene cotmanmpnof e a
rating the 195th Ahwmidver ssargnedidbrinar Maatm e¢dhfe s o
wi g van Beethoven sheet with a design bas
Cecil .Beaton
On 30 September 2022, Liberia released a minia-
ture sheet and two souveOnrlsShgepsemmeanmen®@2 2t - Ce
ing the 380th Annilvsearascar yelodastehde &Bi mit hi @afure sh
Newt.on 105th Anniversary of thg
dy, i ncluding one stamp
30 Septemleeh 11 in aNdrmas Hestr
A,i berea
sed a mi nOnatlwr eSept ember 2022, Ce
et and t wor esloeuavseeed a mi ni ature sh
Ssheets caecmmem®-morating the 445t h
the Cen - Birth of Peter Paul Rube
ary of t hef edatsicroiveqi s, (Dwvana) amps
o f Tut aAdd@pshrodi t e @EXemsus()Cupi
Tomb, incanudd-the souvenir Asphhereat-
[ waisthe@ar f eda ttuer i('WVenus)

On 19 September 2022, Fr ®Omcd5r Slepazsenthea CORRec Cc«

t ®&r Sheet commemorati ng trhel e7a0stehd Aamnmveairaduye sh
of the Accession of QueenOBkihzAmetitvelrlsariynolfudihr
one stamp featuring her dinn,aidcé¢ssi dgEDQg® e Cehmy
Nor man Hartnell

On 14 September 2022, I
On 18 September 2022, Coo&mmermhamatsi nrgel eheed5a h
mi ni ature sheet overprinted to Com”@ed%onrtaitneuetdh%n
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On 1 Awugust 2022, Dji bouitng reheag®d®d ha Assouwvemismar
Ssheet celebrating AStreaam QueemsEl fzabhatrh ngl, i nc
ham LiommoManunt Rushmore isnouveenisrel sheget, and one
featuring her i n Ndrrmars €
On 1 August 2022, Dji bouHar rrmélelased a miniature
sheet and two souvenir sheets commemorating the
115th Anniversary of ScoOunt i2rhg Apriinkcl BdR2Bag Mmnzea mt
st amp, one souvenir sheet,ura&nd hered scoounvneenmorr asth ene
selvage Rbbaer u rPBawed d of the Death of Diana, |
ing one stamp feat uRli-ng
On 1 Awugust 2022, Dji bouttan rJeoohenased a souvenir
sheet celebrating Great | mpressioni sts, featuri
wor kFrb&d ®r i cnBahel el vageOn 25 April 2022, Mo z a ml
ture sheet commemorat i ng¢
On 29 June 2022, Croati aofr ettreeasBidr tah pofstRét ecrar @
commemor at ... % st amp fAepahtruord intgeA d( ovhei nsunsd)
20t h Editi] . Q& P Eros (.Cupid)
Queer ZFeaegrt| W i
The annual ; o e - On 20 April 202 2, Centr
brates queg | d | eased a miniature shee
qgueer as a| L \ c atcommemorating the 195t h
mul tiple 0% 1ov in QR Deatlhudwi g van. Beet hoven
throughout Tne cltly. It
invol ves over a hundred ©&®nt 2%t Maard @RdOt2i2vi sGus nfer
around the world Sheet and a souvenir s h
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