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North Toronto Stamp Club resumes in-person
Surprised by Who's Done It!" by Derwin Mak.
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Al_ndy Warhol

Scott no. 3652

Andrew Warhol, born in 1928 to working-class Slo-
vak immigrants, transformed himself into the icon of
American Pop Culture, during his highly productive,
if not manic existence on this planet. Warhol’s in-
fluential fingerprints can be found all through adver-
tising and commercial art during the post war 1950s,
the socially turbulent 1960s, the seemingly dull
1970s, and continued until his death in 1987.

Warhol showed an early talent for drawing and
painting. After graduating from high school he stud-
ied commercial art at the renowned Carnegie Insti-
tute of Technology in Pittsburgh. Graduation in
1949 found him headed for the bright lights of New
York City, where he worked as an illustrator of
Vogue and Harper’s Bazaar. His expertise in cap-
turing the right look and image as an illustrator
earned him much adoration and success. His reputa-
tion opened the doors to socializing in the iconic
nightspots of Serendipity 3 and Studio 54, where he
was regarded as quiet and shy, but a meticulous ob-
server. He quickly became a standard fixture on the
nightlife scene in the city that never sleeps.

In 1962 Warhol opened “The Factory” to facilitate
the production of commercial art under his direction.
This art studio produced mainly prints, posters, and

countless other items under Warhol’s direction,
in an atmosphere of barely controlled chaos.

Warhol personality is study in dichotomy. His
public persona ranged from painfully shy to ex-
troverted. His often contradictory personality
led his friends to nickname him “Drella” — as in
a combination of Dracula and Cinderella. Pri-
vately, Warhol described himself as a religious
person, attending mass regularly. In addition,
during the busier times of the year, he was a
regular volunteer at the homeless shelters in New
York. This had to be a stark contrast to the
nightlife scene he was a major part of.

During a social period that found Liberace, Tru-
man Capote, and Paul Lynde tolerated as being
just a “little odd”, Warhol was obviously gay in
his mannerisms and appearance. Yet when pub-
licly pressed, he would be coy and evasive. In
the 1950s, he dyed his hair straw-blond; later in
life he wore blond or silver-gray wigs. Blending
in was not his style. He does, however, write
openly of his relationships with several men in
The Warhol Diaries. To my knowledge none,
have ever publicly come forward.

Under Warhol’s guidance, Keith Haring and
Robert Mapplethorpe became well respected art-
ists. The band “Velvet Underground” with Lou
Reed, from the 1960s credits its success from as-
sociation with Warhol, who provided critical
monetary backing and trendy art work.

The list of people from the art & entertainment
world that Warhol counted as friends, included
Bob Dylan, John Lennon, Yoko Ono, Mick Jag-
ger, Michael Jackson, Brigitte Bardot, Liz Tay-
lor, Marilyn Monroe, and Elvis Presley. The list
is almost endless, as Warhol was involved in so
many aspects of society and touched many,
many people.

Pop art has been massively influenced in count-
less ways with Warhol’s influence. The Camp-
bell Soup Can, and the Coca-Cola bottle have at-
tained cultural icon status because of Warhol’s
work. Few artists can claim the influence that
Warhol commanded.
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From Warhol’s glib tongue many things spewed
forth — the one quote he is most often credited with
is the often used, “In the future everyone will be fa-
mous for 15 minutes.” (I am reminded of this line
every time I catch a portion of a reality series on
TV)

The intelligent wit of Warhol was silenced too soon
in life, when he died from routine gallbladder sur-
gery at the age of 58. His fear of doctors and hospi-
tals ended his life, February 22, 1987. His funeral
held at St. Patrick’s Cathedral was attended by over
2,000 people from every strata of society.

Until next time, have a great time collecting, and I
look forward to hearing from any readers with com-
ments or suggestions. [ can be reached at hamp-
ton@cfl.rr.com.

.

"N ARAOL wrm

Scott no. 2950

The story continues:
Republique de
War hol St amp
2012

Vari ous onl ine sources

poeg-tal | stamps i n-

scribemal i Raerpeu b | i ¢

consiidlelregaby itsseles

Uni versal Post al Uni

(dat ed 2000 but first

2012)

The c@&nt comme mo
stamp was i ssued
sensitive adhesi
of twenty on Aug
On he selvage i
a phot ograph t al
Name entitled, "
-Portrait, 1967, "
War hol guot e: "
know all about £

just | ook at the surface

and me, and there | m.

It Trn

Gui nee

Sheet

re-

On"

Skeiemi tiend edi tion stamp st

Gui nee, 2012

11



