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Issue 008                                                                                                                                                           April, 2020  

The objectives of GLHS are to promote an interest in the collection, study and dissemination of knowledge 
of worldwide philatelic material that depicts: Notable men and women and their contributions to society for 
whom historical evidence exists of homosexual or bisexual orientation; Mythology, historical events and ide-
as significant in the history of gay culture; Flora and fauna scientifically proven to having prominent homo-
sexual behavior, and other philatelic endeavors.  

Membership fees at this time are $10 a year to assist with maintenance fees including the website, photocop-
ies of brochures, advertising, and other administrative expenses. Payment by check or money order, payable 
to the club, GLHS.  

The GLHS electronic journal is published quarterly, January, April, July, and October. Submissions for July 
2020 issue are needed by June 15, 2020. Members may submit advertisements for free. 

Tove Jansson                     By John P. Stefanek 

Tove Marika Jansson was born on 9 August 1914 in Helsinki to sculptor 
Viktor Jansson and his illustrator (and postage stamp designer) wife Signe.  
Tove could draw almost before she could walk.  At only fourteen, she first 
published her illustrations in a couple newspapers.  In 1929, she published 
a seven-part comic strip in the childrenôs paper Lunkentus.  Her profes-
sional life as an illustrator had begun. 

She attended the Stockholm Technical School from 1930 until graduation 
in 1933.  In that year, her first illustrated book was printed.  She took art 
classes for four years at the Ateneum (Finnish Society of Art in Helsinki), 
making her name as a draughtswoman and illustrator.  She met fellow art-
ist Samuel Beprosvanni, soon an object of Toveôs passion for a few years.                                                        
                             (Continued on page 3) 
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Carol C. wrote, ñAwesome job on newsletter!ò  
 
Phil S. wrote, ñGreat job on the latest GLHS 
Newsletter!ò  

Dawn H. wrote, ñYour newsletter is wonderful!ò  

Although I appreciate the positive feedback and 
kind words, I would not be successful without the 
submissions from our members. 

Francis F. wrote, ñTremendous effort on your 
part.  You deserve a loud and long round of ap-
plause.  Thank you for expanding the white space 
between the columns -- it does make it look less 
cluttered and does make it easier to read.ò 

Ian G. wrote, ñGreat job as always on the journal. 
Regarding London, count me in on attending the 
meeting on the 6th and I would be totally down for 
a social thing to meet other members so please 
count me in!ò  

Art vR. wrote, ñnote that the number of pages in a 
journal should always be in four pages increments, 
i.e. 4, 8, 12, 16, etc. Otherwise, if a library prints it 
out for binding in double sided spreads, there will 
be blank pages. For example, with 21 pages in the 
last issue, there would be three blank pages.ò  

Thank you, Art for your input. I had not consid-
ered that as it is an e-journal. I will take your sug-
gestion into account in future issues.  

GLHS @ LONDON 2020 CANCELLED 

 

Breaking the Ice               Frank Serafino 

In an attempt for GLHS members to get better ac-
quainted with each other, members are invited to 
introduce themselves by answering questions to be 
published in the Journal.  

First off, what is your name, and where are you 
from?  
 
FRANK SERAFINO, OAK BROOK, IL 
 
When and how did you become interested in 
stamp collecting?  
 
I COLLECTED AS A CHILD; NOW RETIRED 
AND INTEREST REKINDLED 

 
What do you like to collect?  
 
GAY & LESBIAN HISTORY; 
U.S., ITALY 
 
What prompted you to join GLHS?  
 
FORMER MEMBER; GLAD TO 

SEE IT'S STILL AROUND 
 
How can GLHS help you? And/or What do you 
hope to get out of the club? And/or What would 
you like GLHS to offer?  
 
I'VE BEEN PUBLISHED AND WOULD LIKE 
TO WRITE SOMETHING FOR GLHS IN THE 
FUTURE 
 
Frank, we look forward to meeting you and read-
ing your articles in the future. Welcome! 

 

 

Current Membership Report                                                                          

Our current membership consists of 38 paid 

members. 25 are also members of the American 

Philatelic Society (APS) & 17  members of the 

American Topical Association (ATA).  
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(Tove Jansson , Continued from page 1).    

She travelled to Paris on scholarship in 1938, en-
rolling at the £cole des Beaux-Arts, then at the 
Atelier dôAdrien Holy.  The following year, she 
travelled to Italy, again on scholarship, viewing as 
much as she could before the start of war.  She 
worked extensively with the Swedish-language 
satirical political paper Garm for some fifteen 
years.  Most famous were two covers featuring 
Hitler: ñThe Munich Conferenceò from October 
1938 and ñGerman Evacuation of Laplandò from 
October 1944.  Endless illustration jobs provided 
income, but painting was her passion.  Toveôs first 
solo exhibition was at the Konstsalongen in Hel-
sinki in 1943. 

Tove moved into the tower studio at Ulri-
kasborgsgatan 1, the studio she would use for the 
rest of her life.  She had a five-year relationship 
with philosopher and Member of Parliament Atos 
Wirtanen.  During, she fell violently in love with 
married theatre director Vivica Bandler.  This 
brief new romance was represented by Thingumy 
and Bob in the third Moomin book (ñThey were 
born like that and canôt help it.ò).  Tove also paint-
ed Vivica (and a Moomin) into a mural she creat-
ed in the basement of Helsinki Town Hall. 

In autumn 1945, her first 
Moomin book, The Moom-
ins and the Great Flood, 
was published in both Hel-
sinki and Stockholm.  She 
started writing it during the 
Winter War (1939-1940), 
when the Soviet Union at-
tacked Finland.  After two 
more Moomin prose books 
(there would eventually be 
nine in total), Tove began 
to be known as a writer.  
The third book was pub-
lished in English in 1950 
as Finn Family Moom-
introll.  She became a 

megastar in the 1950s when her Moomin comic 
strip series took off in Britain. 

Tove built Windrose House, a log cabin on 
Bredskªr, an island in the Pellinge archipelago.  
There in 1951, she created the first of three 
Moomin picture books, Hur gick det sen? (The 
Book About Moomin, Mymble and Little My).  The 
cover and interior pages were each pierced with a 
roughly circular hole, allowing a glimpse of what 

comes next (or what happened before).  It won the 
Nils Holgersson Plaque in Sweden, awarded by 
the General Association of Swedish Libraries. 

Tove attended the Artistsô Guild 1955 Christmas 
party.  Thus 41-year-old Tove met 38-year-old 
graphic artist Tuulikki Pietilª.  They had both 
brought their best 78rpm records and were unwill-
ing to let anyone else meddle with the music.  By 
March they were in love, together for life.  In the 
Moomin world, Tuulikki is represented by the 
character Too-ticky. 

She won the Elsa Beskow plaque in 1958 for her 
illustrations to Moominland Midwinter.  She also 
won the Rudolf Koivu Prize and the Swedish Lit-
erature Associationôs Prize.  The first Moomin 
play appeared in 1949, but the second, Troll in the 
Wings, was a smash hit in Stockholm.  Its success 
in Oslo finally opened Norway to Toveôs books.  
She turned over the comic strips (which continued 
until 1975) to her youngest brother Lars and spent 
a few months at the end of 1959 in Greece and 
Paris with Tuulikki. 

Tove continued illustration work (e.g., books by 
Lewis Carroll and J. R. R. Tolkein), but free from 
the demands of comic strips, she returned to paint-
ing.  She presented several solo shows during the 
1960s.  The Moomin books continued (until 
1970), including Who Will Comfort Toffle?, which 
became one of the best-loved in Scandinavia.  She 
won the Stockholms-Tidningen 1963 prize for Fin-
land-Swedish culture. 

She and Tuulikki built a low cottage on the forked 
island of Klovharun out on the Gulf of Finland.  It 
never became the refuge she hoped because 
strangers arrived almost daily to see the famous 
ñMoomin mama.ò  Tove won the Hans Christian 
Andersen medal in 1966.  It is the most important 
international prize for childrenôs literature.  She 
wrote Sculptorôs Daughter, the first of several 
adult books not related to Moomins, in 1968. 

               (Continued on page 4) 



 4 

(Tove Jansson , Continued from page 3).   

The last of the Moomin prose books was published 
in 1970, but a television series soon appeared in 
Europe.  The Japanese Moomin boom came in the 
early 1970s.  Tove flew to Tokyo for speeches and 
appearances as the books and a television series of 
films appeared.  (She had to prevent the spread of 
these films because of the inexplicable inclusion 
of violence and war.  She returned to Japan in the 
early 1990s when new, acceptable films were cre-
ated.)  She and Tuulikki continued around-the-
world with stops in Hawaii, California, Mexico, 
New Orleans, St. Petersburg, and New York. 

International success and the 1972 M¬rbacka Prize 
came to Tove after she published The Summer 
Book, A Novel.  Several more awards followed 
during the rest of the decade.  She wrote plays and 
dramas for television and radio.  A great Tove 
Jansson Exhibition opened at the Museum of Art 
in Tampere, including tableaux and a large Moom-
in house, joint projects by Tove and Tuulikki.  
Toveôs novel, Fair Play, is the story of the life and 
love the two shared.  They stopped summering on 
Klovharun.  The new Japanese Moomin boom be-
gan, and a new Moomin television series started in 
Finland and Sweden. 

The Swedish Academy awarded Tove its Major 
Prize in 1994.  Her last book, Messages, was pub-
lished in 1998.  Tove Jansson died on 27 June 
2001. 

Known stamp designs featuring Tove Jansson:  
Finland 1455 

Known stamp designs based on Tove Janssonôs 
work: 

Aland 261; Finland 898-901, 931-2, 1067-70, 
1127, 1193, 1218, 1290, 1338, 1380, 1432, 1491, 
1541, 1589, 1/22/20; Japan 3822-3, 4182-3 

Known stamps designed by Toveôs mother, Signe 
Hammarsten-Jansson: 

Finland 155-65, 165A, 166, 
166B, 167-70, 170A-B, 171-
3, 173B-C, 174, 174A-B, 175, 
175B-C, 176, 176A-I, 182-3, 
195-6, 212-3, 215-9, 219A-B, 
220-40, 243-4, 246, 248, 250-
1, 254-62, 264-5, 268-78, 287
-8, 290-300, 302-4, 306-10, 
312-4, 314A, 315-24, 326, 
341, 350, 357, 367, 380, 394, 

398-400-4, 404A, 405, 405A, 410, 
413, 415, 457-9, 459A, 461A, 462, 
464, 464A-B, B15-30, B35-47, B49-
68, B74-109, B114-22, B126-56, 
B160-5, C2-4, C9, M2-3 

Tove Jansson: Life, Art, Words by 
Boel Westin, translated by Silvester Mazzarella, 
Sort Of Books, 2014 

Whoôs Who in Contemporary Gay and Lesbian 
History: From World War II to the Present Day, 
edited by Robert Aldrich and Garry Wotherspoon, 
Routledge, 2001, page 210 

ñThe stamps of Swedish designer Signe Ham-
marsten-Jansson,ò by Richard Tarrant, 10 April 
2019, allaboutstamps.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

 Spray cancellation. The theme of LGBT History 

Month 2020 was ñPoetry, Prose and Playsò  



 5 

Website Update        By Arthur P. von Reyn 

The GLHSonline.org website continues to be up-
dated on a regular basis.  However, a number of 
times over the past few months, newsworthy posts 
have appeared on our groupôs Facebook page with 
no corresponding effort made to ensure the mes-
sages also appear on the website. This is rather 
discouraging.  Members with news that should be 
shared with members are encouraged to contact 
me so those who peruse the website will have the 
same opportunities as Facebook users. 

The number of LGBT related stamp images availa-
ble for viewing on GLHSonline.org continues to 
increase, thanks to John Stefanik providing a con-
siderable number of worldwide stamps for scan-
ning since the last website report.  

There are plenty of stamp images remaining to be 
added. However, one can see from the new issue 
listings in this journal every quarter, the LGBT 
related stamp universe has expanded far beyond 
the website capacity. Thus, the stamps featured on 
the website must have some relevance to the coun-
try issuing them. Members who have stamps that 
meet this criteria and whose subject matter does 
not already appear, are encouraged to contact me.  

There were plans to offer a method of paying dues 
and applying for membership over the website, but 
this is not being implemented at this time due to 
the cost constraints. 

An index of the Gay and Lesbian History on 
Stamps Journals available on the website is need-
ed. I was planning to do this, but have not yet had 
time. If someone else would like to take this on 
while there are only eight journals that need cate-
gorization, an index will appear much faster. 

I can be contacted at apvr@msn.com. 

Join in Topical Fun on Social Media 

Thereôs always something fun happening at the 
ATA Facebook page (American Topi-
cal Association) and on Instagram
(americantopicalassociation). Youôre 
invited to post your favorite stamps 
and join in! For nearly 10 years now, 
ATA has hosted Topical Tuesday. 
You are invited to post a stamp on a 
specific theme some weeks, while on 

others you may choose to post a stamp of your fa-
vorite topic. For lively philatelic discussions, visit 
ATA on social media. 

Trying to Promote    By John P. Stefanek                

A few years ago when I started looking for infor-
mation on LGBTQ history on stamps, I found a 
fairly active philatelic discussion forum on the In-
ternet:  STAMPBOARDS.com.  It started in 2007 
and is run by Glen Stephens, a dealer from Syd-
ney, Australia.  Itôs mostly Australia-centered, but 
has members from all over the world, including an 
American who coordinates the Colnect Online 
Catalogue, a British dealer who maintains an ex-
haustive database of Machin varieties, and another 
Brit who authors a blog on British Commonwealth 
new issues. 

I finally joined in mid-2018, but spent a year most-
ly lurking the topics.  I realized I could use the fo-
rum to try to promote our group.  So in November 
2019, I started a topic called ñLGBTQ History and 
Culture in Philately Discussionò with the hope of 
generating general interest.  I planned on regularly 
posting the image of a stamp in my collection ac-
companied by a paragraph (usually a mini-
biography) about how the stamp relates to gay and 
lesbian history.  Happily, other members of the 
forum have contributed, even posting a link to our 
website.  If you are or become a member and wish 
to contribute to the topic, please do. 

The forum also has a Club section, so I started a 
topic about Gay and Lesbian History on Stamps 
with links to both our website and our Facebook 
page and information about our upcoming meet-
ings in London and Hartford.  Another forum 
member has posted a compliment about our great 
website (Well done, Arthur!). 

 

GLHS on  Facebook  

The GLHSC Facebook page 

has 232 followers Check it out 

at www.Facebook.com/GLHC 

and ñlikeò us while there.  
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Billie Jean is Not My Lover                                                       

by Laurie Anderson 

Game, Set, Matché.a phrase heard by tennis en-
thusiast everywhere but probably heard the most 
by the former number one world tennis pro, Billie 
Jean King. The winner of 39 Grand Slam titles in 
her 18 years of professional play, which included 
the 1972 title win in all three Grand Slam events 
(US Open, French Open and Wimbledon), Billie 
Jean King is a role model to many.  

 A natural born athlete, Billie Jean spent several of 
her younger years playing other sports, particularly 
basketball and softball. It wasnôt until the fifth 
grade that Billie Jean was introduced to tennis and 
she seemed to be a natural. It was then that Billie 
Jean recognized she had found her calling and she 
knew she would play tennis for her lifetime.  

From a young age, Billie Jean recognized there 
was a difference in how women and men in the 
sport were treated differently. Experiencing and 
living these inequalities between the sexes, Billie 
Jean took these injustices and used them to fuel 
her drive to be the best tennis player ever. It also 
sparked her desire to be a social advocate for gen-
der equality. With this in mind, Billie Jean found-
ed the Womenôs Tennis Association (WTA) in 
1973 and became the first president. She used the 
WTA to launch her campaign to obtain equal pay 
for both sexes at the US Open. Her campaign be-
came recognized around the world and was au-
thenticated when she defeated Bobby Riggs, a self
-proclaimed chauvinist, in three consecutive 
games in a match entitled the ñBattle of the Sex-
esò. In 1974 she continued her fight to gain equali-
ty for women in sports when she founded the 
Womenôs Sports Foundation. This foundation was 
dedicated to developing leaders who would pro-
vide girls equal access to all sports. 

 

 

 

 

 

Throughout her career, Billie Jean was recognized 
by many groups and given numerous awards and 
titles. She was Sports Illustrated ñSportsman of the 
Yearò in 1972, sharing the title with John Wooden. 
In 1975, she was named Time Magazineôs ñPerson 
of the Yearò, received the ñPresidential Medal of 
Freedomò and was given the ñSportswoman of the 
Year Lifetime Achievement Awardò from the Sun-
day Times. In 1987, Billie Jean was inducted into 
the International Tennis Hall of Fame and three 
years later, she was inducted into the National 
Womenôs Hall of Fame. 

Outside of the tennis courts, Billie Jeanôs personal 
life was scrutinized. In 1965, Billie Jean married a 
fellow college student and tennis player, Larry 
King. In the early 1970s, Billie Jean realized she 
was interested in women and had an affair with a 
woman, her secretary Marilyn Barnett, while she 
was still married to Larry. In 1981 during a pali-
mony lawsuit filed by Barnett, Billie Jean was out-
ed as a Lesbian. The public outing and lawsuit 
cause Billie Jean to lose all hers sponsors and en-
dorsements, costing her over $2 million in lost rev-
enue, forcing her to continue playing tennis. In 
1987, Billie Jean and Larryôs marriage ended 
when Billie Jean acknowledge she was in love 
with Ilana Kloss. Billie Jean and Ilana remain part-
ners to this date and Billie Jean and Larry re-
mained friends. 

 Billie Jean King officially retired from tennis in 
1990 at the age of 47. She continues to be a promi-
nent LGBTQ 
and womenôs 
right activist 
today. 

 

Left: An original undated post-
card  

Official souvenir produced for 

the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis 
Museum in commemoration of 

Billie Jean King  

Left: 1988 Commemo-

rative stamp to recog-
nized Billie Jean King 
from St Vincent & the 
Grenadines 

Ilana Kloss & 

Billie Jean King 
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The Crudity of Nudity on Stamps                
By  Lisa Foster 

Many countries commemorate 
fine artists and their work on 
postage stamps. The United 
States Postal Service (USPS) 
has stamps of Modern art, Bo-
tanical art, Portraits of the artists 
themselves, etc. but very little 
fine art as seen on European 
stamps. As I began to question 

dealers, collectors and exhibitors I was told this 
was because many of the famous masterôs paint-
ings are of nudes which the USPS felt to be inde-
cent, vulgar or too crude to be on a postage stamp.  

The first time in the 
world a postage 
stamp represented a 
naked woman was 
in the 1930ôs when 
the Spanish Postal 
Authority produced 
a stamp depicting 
La Maja Desnuda 
in commemoration of the painter Francisco Goya. 
The United States government barred and returned 
all mail bearing the Goyaôs ñNude Majaò stamps. 
Interestingly today Section 1463 of Title 18, Unit-
ed States Code, prohibits mailing of ñindecent, 
lewd, lascivious, or obsceneò matter on wrappers 
or envelopes. 

Eventually the US did allow mail with the stamp 
to enter the country and allegedly issued and sold, 
for a few days, a stamp with the same image. I was 
unable to find any reference to this alleged stamp, 
but did find Scott #738X a humorous revision of 
U.S. #738 Portrait of his Mother by American 
born artist James Abbott McNeill Whistler issued 
in 1934 for Motherôs Day using a vignette from 

the Spanish 
(#397) stamp of 
similar color.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Actually the first US stamps with nudes were is-
sued in 1873. They were newspaper stamps, used 
to pay the cost of mailing newspapers, printed 
with pictures of ladies in classical poses. Three of 
them are classified as nudes and were re-issued 
(same or similar) in later years; Peace (ScPR29), 
Hebe (ScPR31) & Indian Maiden (ScPR32). 

 

 

 

 

 

Upon further research I found other US stamps 
with nudes, although they are more obscure. In 
1893 the US issued Columbus in sight of land 
(Sc230) which shows a nude woman holding on 
child on the left side of the stamp.  

 

 

 

 

 

Years later in 1926 the US issued John Ericsson 
Memorial (Sc628) stamp which pictures a statue 
of nude female.  

In 1940 commemo-
rating the 50th anni-
versary of the Pan 
American Union, the 
Three Graces from 
Botticelli's Spring 
are pictured 
(Sc895).  

Not all of 
the stamps portray nude 
women. In 1949 the UPU 
Post Office Building stamp 
(Sc-C42) is pictured with 
the UPU emblem which 
depicts five partially 

clothed men and women dancing around the earth.  

 (Continued on page 8).   

Scott #738 

Scott #738X 
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GLHS Board of Directors 2019 

glhstamps2@gmail.com 

President: Lisa Foster (WA) 

Vice President: John P. Stefanek (MI) 

Secretary: Marlene Michelson (CA) 

Treasurer: Laurie Anderson (WA)  

Editor: Vacant (filled by Lisa Foster) 

 

In 1953 commemorating 
the 75th anniversary of the 
American Bar Association 
(Sc1022), the stamp depicts 
the detail of a frieze from 
the Supreme Court Room.  

The 1932 Olympic 
Games, LA (Sc719) 
and the 1965 Physical 
Fitness (Sc1262) both 
portray statues of a 
nude male. 

 

One could also consider more ab-
stract nudes such as 
the Kii Statue on the 
City of Refuge 
stamp (Sc-C84) is-
sued in 1972, or the 
drawing depicted on 
the Breast Cancer 
stamp (Sc-B1) re-
leased in 1998.  

If you feel like conducting your own online re-
search, the website ñNudes on Paintingsò (http://
www.artonstamps.org/nudes.htm) is quite enter-
taining. If you hover your mouse over the stamp, a 
humorous caption, or alternate picture appears. On 
YouTube you can watch an entertaining cabaret of 
Nudes on Stamps from around the world.  
(www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9J8ed6HOpM).  

Seriously, if you are interested in pursuing collect-
ing nudes on stamps there is an online Index/
checklist of Nudes on Stamps with pictures (http://
www.snap-dragon.com/PNIndex.html), and the 
American Topical Association provides a checklist 
of Nudes (2970). In addition there is an ATA 
Study Unit, Fine and Performing Arts Philatelists 
with a quarterly journal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collect Your State 

Have you ever thought 
about collecting the 
stamps that relate to your 
state? Many ATA mem-
bers enjoy learning about 
the history, important 
sites, flora and fauna of 
the state where they live, or perhaps where they 
were born. Thanks to the work of state checklist 
coordinator Mike Vagnetti and a legion of volun-
teers, checklists are available for most states. Con-
tact the ATA office for more information.  

 

 

(Nudity, Continued from page 7).   

American Philatelic Society 
(APS)                                                 
Gay & Lesbian History on Stamps as 
an APS Affiliate (AF0205).  

       ñAffiliate since: 8/31/1991.ò 

Listed on the online directory of specialty socie-
ties at https://stamps.org/Collect/Affiliates and 
https://classic.stamps.org/Specialty-Societies.  

http://www.artonstamps.org/nudes.htm
http://www.artonstamps.org/nudes.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P9J8ed6HOpM
http://www.snap-dragon.com/PNIndex.html
http://www.snap-dragon.com/PNIndex.html
http://stamps.org/
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Luis Cernuda                  By John P. Stefanek 

Luis Cernuda y Bid·n was born on 21 September 
1902 in Seville, Spain, the youngest of three chil-
dren.  He graduated from the school of the Piarist 
Fathers and received a law degree in 1925 from 
the University of Seville.  At the end of that year 
he first published his poems in the magazine Re-
vista de Occidente. 

In 1927 he moved to Madrid and published his 
first book of poems Perfil del aire (The Airôs Pro-
file) as a supplement to the magazine Litoral.  Luis 
met other young writers, including Federico Gar-
c²a Lorca and Vicente Aleixandre, and his poems 
were read in homage to the great Spanish poet 
Luis de G·ngora, celebrating the tercentenary of 
his death that year.  Because of these homages, the 
group of young poets became known as the Gener-
ation of 1927. 

Luis had learned French to study both French and 
Spanish classical poetry.  After reading Louis Ara-
gon and other French writers and recognizing the 
social stigma attached to his homosexuality, he 
was drawn toward surrealism.  It would allow him 
to express himself more freely in his books Un r²o, 
un amor (A River, A Love) (1929) and Los placers 
prohibidos (Forbidden Pleasures) (1931): 

If a sailor is the sea, 
Blond loving sea whose presence is a chant, 
I do not want the city made of gray dreams; 
I want only to go to the sea to be submerged, 

Boat without pole star, 
Body without pole star to drown in its blond light. 

He worked briefly as a reader in Spanish at the 
University of Toulouse.  After returning to Madrid 
and after the foundation of the republic, Luis made 
a statement in support of Communism in the revo-
lutionary review Octubre.  He studied and translat-
ed poems of Friedrich Holderlin.  Abandoning sur-
realism, his most famous book, La realidad y el 
deseo (Reality and Desire) was published in April 
1936.  When Civil War broke out, he managed to 
leave the country briefly as secretary to the repub-
lican ambassador to France.  In 1938, he obtained 
a post at the Cranleigh School in Surrey before 
becoming lecturer at the University of Glasgow.  
During World War II, Luis taught at Cambridge.  
From 1945 until 1952, he taught at Mount Ho-
lyoke College in Massachusetts. 

While teaching in Massachusetts, he vacationed in 
Mexico where he fell in love.  Love poems ap-

peared in ñPoemas para un cuerpoò (ñPoems for a 
Bodyò) addressed to someone, possibly named 
Salvador.  He chose to remain in Mexico and start-
ed teaching at the University of Mexico.  His last 
book of poetry, Desolaci·n de la quimera (The 
Disconsolate Chimera), was completed in 1962, 
containing his poem ñLudwig of Bavaria Listens 
to óLohengrinô.ò  He lectured at UCLA and was a 
visiting professor at San Francisco State College.  
He returned to Mexico in 1963.  Luis Cernuda 
died of a heart attack on 5 November 1963. 

 

Coming this Summer:  Topical Adventures 

ATA members are excited about a new handbook 
coming out this summer:  
Topical Adventures ï A 
Guide to Topical and The-
matic Stamp Collecting. It 
includes chapters on choos-
ing a topic, selecting stamps 
and other items, organizing 
and displaying a topic, exhib-

iting and much more. This is a book that will be a 
useful resource to consult often. The book will be 
available this summer from ATA and at the show 
in Hartford. 

 

 
       GLHS Membership 
 

Membership fees are $10 a year. 
Payment by check or money order, 
payable to the club, GLHS              

1020 E. Hemlock St. Kent, WA 98030 

Known stamp design featuring Luis Cernuda:  Spain 
3163 
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 Gay Ventures 
A Philatelic Column - Larry Crain 

 

The rainbow flag, symbol of gay pride 
waves over the corner of Castro and 
Market Streets in San Fran-cisco and 
also around the world.  The six colors -- 
red, orange, yellow, green, blue and vi-
olet -- are also used to establish gay 
identity.  The flag was designed in San 
Francisco by artist Gilbert Baker on a 
challenge by Harvey Milk, and its first 
version flew at the Gay Freedom Day 
Parade June 25, 1978. 

 

8-color version 1978 

 

But not all rainbow flags are gay flags, 
however.  The flag of Cuzco, Peru is 7 
colors.  It is without the hot pink of the 
first row and the third row from the bot-
tom is a sky blue.  Also flown in Bolivia 
and Ecuador, it reflects the 18

th
 Centu-

ry indigenous peopleôs desire for identi-
ty and freedom.   

Varieties of rainbow flags around the 
world have religious or political mean-
ing or can show cooperativeness, neu-
trality or peaceful intent.  Of course, all 
come from the natural event of sun and 
water drops which symbolize growth, 
hope, beginning .  .  . 

What follows is a brief philatelic study 
of rainbows, gay or not: 

 

 

Rainbow, 
Oregon 

 

    

           

         Finland 1986                          Russia 1963 

         International                    Universal Declaration 

           Peace Year                      of Human Rights 

 

      

     Bolivia 2000                            Austria 2010 

   the Millennium                               gay pride 

      

          Zambia 1995     United Nations 
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Chain Cards                            By Lisa Foster 

Chain cards are a fun activity that is growing in 
popularity amongst individuals who may not con-
sider themselves philatelists. Chain cards are trav-
eling postcards that collect stamps and postmarks. 
Chain card projects are completed between a set 
group of 4-6 people. Each participant sends one 
postcard and it will circulate around to each of the 
other participants collecting stamps along the way. 
Often they are international, with one participant 
per country.  

To find a project to participate in, go to Instagram 
and search and join #chaincard, #chaincardproject, 
#chaincardgroup, or #chaincardswap, to name a 
few. Once you find a project that interests you, 
read the specifications for that project. The host 
lists the number of participants they are looking 
for, and the requirements for participation. They 
may indicate how many stamps (1-2) per partici-
pant.  

Once you have chosen a themed stamp, ensured 
you have enough copies for all the participants, 
contact the host of the project you would like to 
join. Private Message (PM) the host with your 
home country, state, a photo and measurement of 
the stamp(s) you plan to use. If accepted, the host 
will add you to the chain and to a group message 
with all other participants. The host will ensure no 
one else is using the same stamps. The host and/or 
group will plans what order the postcard will trav-
el. 

Choose a sturdy, 
rectangular card 
that is big enough 
to fit all the antic-
ipated stamps. To 
prepare you card, 
add washi tape to 
the four edges of 
the postcard to 
prevent tearing 
when it goes 
through the can-
celling machine. 
If you wish, cover 
the photo side of 
the card with pa-
per to protect it. 
Write the Chain 
Card Project 
name and Insta-
gram username 

on the paper or in small letters on the back side of 
the postcard. Add the themed stamp(s) to the back 
of the card. Add the address of the person you 
send it to on a removable piece of paper (or attach 
with washi tape). If you need additional postage, 
add it to the piece of paper, not the chain card. 
Mail the card.  

When you receive a 
card, carefully re-
move the address 
label, add your 
themed stamp(s). 
Share of photo of it 
to the project group. 
Cut a piece of paper 
to the size of the 
postcard. Cut out a 
window so your 
stamps will not be 
covered and can be 
cancelled. Attach 
the piece of paper 
with washi tape. 
Write the address it 
to the person you are 
sending it to, and 
any extra postage on 
the paper. Mail the 

card. Months later, when you receive the complet-
ed chain card post it on the project post for all to 
see.  

Editor's note: Readers are encouraged to send in 
their completed Chain Card(s) for publication in a 
future journal.  

Former U.S. Representative Aaron Schock 

By John P. Stefanek 

For those collecting LGBTQ-related US Congres-
sional Free Franks, there is another name to add to 
the list:  Aaron Jon Schock.  On 5 March 2020, the 
former Republican U.S. Representative from the 
state of Illinois announced publicly that he is gay.  
He represented Illinoisô 18th congressional district 
(based in Peoria) from 2009 until 2015 when he 
resigned amid a scandal involving his use of pub-
lic and campaign funds.  At the time he entered 
Congress, he was the youngest member. 

https://aschock.net/ 

ñFormer GOP Congressman Aaron Schock comes 
out in leaked chat with gay supporter,ò by Bil 
Browning, LGBTQ Nation, 12 August 2019 
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Spring into Uncertainty  

It is the second week of March as I contemplate 
the next couple of months. 

At a stamp show the fall of 2019, the following 
comment was heard from a fellow club member: 
ñStamp collecting...itôs the ultimate óHermit Hob-
byôò.  When I heard the statement, I was amused 
as I am a self-described introvert who much pre-
fers to be in the back of the room ï not in the front 
standing up.  However, my philatelic path for the 
last 20 years has mostly evolved as me standing in 
the front of the room. 

As the virus with the ócuteô name COVID-19, is 
ravaging the world -- almost every aspect of my 
philatelic involvement has come to a screeching 
halt.  No shows, no club meetings, no personal in-
teractions ï nothing.  I am in shock.  While the 
main parts of my philatelic world have come to a 
standstill other ancillary parts are also impacted.  
The twice a month pre-meeting dinner that I have 
shared with a rotating group of club members for 
over 15 years, where food and fellowship are first 
and foremost ï are on hold for now.  The personal 
satisfaction of helping a club member to identify a 
stamp or assisting a  visitor to evaluate a collection 
are also on hold.  

So now what? 

It would seem -- that I get to finally work on my 
own collections for a change -- and complete some 
tasks that have been stuck in limbo for many 
years.  I would like to finally get around to trans-
ferring the new pages into my U.S. collection to 
replace the 50 year old pages that have foxing and 
tropical staining (I lived in South Florida during 
the 1970s and this is a problem common to sub-
tropical and tropical areas).  Do I have enough 
mounts to do this?  I hope so!   

The second project involves placing all the materi-
al purchased over the last 8-10 years that has been 
in a óholding binô into my collections ï to finally 
fill the holes that have mocked me for far to long.  
The final project is to at last index and organize 
my philatelic reference collection that numbers in 
the range of 350 volumes.  The objective is to be 
able to find a reference volume without have to 
search through everything on the shelfs. 

How much of this will be achieved will depend on 
how long this philatelic shutdown goes on.  As I 
contemplate the statement that opened this column 
ï I have to agree that this hobby at least for the 
foreseeable future is going to be a óHermit Hob-
byô.   

The other option is one my husband has been voic-
ing ï ñlet us do yardworkò.  First, I hate dealing 
with blood sucking mosquitoes the size of small 
planes that are unfazed by repellent  and secondly, 
my troublesome knees are a problem.  So, I will 
endeavor to stay inside where there is air condi-
tioning and a soft chair. 

I will look forward to the return of normal some-
time in the future.  Meanwhile I will be happy to 
listen to my favorite music from the 1960s and 
1970s while writing or dabbling with my collec-
tions.   

What do you have in mind to do? 

Until next time, be good and practice kindness.  
Pay it forward. 
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Out of this World -Kent WA By Lisa Foster 

The Lunar Rover STEM Festival was held in Kent 
WA on November 14th, 2019. The festival cele-
brated the regionôs legacy of aero and outer space 
innovation by memorializing its role in the devel-
opment of the Lunar Rover.  

The three operational Lunar Rovers used in 
NASAôs historic Apollo Missions 15, 16 and 17 
between 1971 and 1972, were designed, built, and 
tested by Boeing at its Kent Space Center.  A 
fourth operational rover was built, but it was used 
for spare parts when Apollo 18 was canceled. Boe-
ing also built several test versions. One of these is 
on display at the Museum of Flight in Seattle.  

The Lunar Rover, commonly referred to as a 
ñMoon Buggyò, was the first crewed surface trans-
portation system designed to operate on the moon. 
The vehicle enabled astronauts to roam far from 
their landing site and explore more of the moon 
than possible on foot. All three Lunar Roving Ve-
hicles are still on the moon today.  

The Lunar Rovers were designated as historical 
landmarks by the King County Landmarks Com-
mission In the summer of 2019. Only three states, 
Washington, New Mexico and California have lu-
nar objects in their state historic registers.  

An interactive Lunar Rover replica built mostly of 
metal, was unveiled ceremoniously. The replica 
will be installed in Kentôs downtown Kherson 
Park by 2022, the 50th anniversary of Apollo 17ôs 

last moon buggy ride.  A 1,500-
pound, life-size Astronaut figure, 
used to raise funds for the park will 
also be installed at the park. The 
figure is made of fiber reinforced 
concrete.  The space-themed park 
will celebrate Kentôs role in aero-
space innovation while inspiring 
youth to pursue out of this world 
opportunities.  

At the Lunar Festival, Blue Origin, 
in alignment with their mission, ñto 
build a road to space with reusable 
launch vehicles, so our children 
can build the futureò, had a booth where they sent 
postcards into space. Attendees were instructed to 
draw or write their vision of millions of people 
living and working in space on a postcard. The 
postcards were then flown into space aboard Blue 
Originôs suborbital New Shepard rocket, and re-
turned to the attendees by mail. On January 6, 
2020 Blue Origin opened their new headquarters 
and Research and Development buildings in Kent, 
WA.  

 


