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The objectives of GLHS are to promote an interest in the collection, study and dissemination of knowledge 
of worldwide philatelic material that depicts: Notable men and women and their contributions to society for 
whom historical evidence exists of homosexual or bisexual orientation; Mythology, historical events and ide-
as significant in the history of gay culture; Flora and fauna scientifically proven to having prominent homo-
sexual behavior, and other philatelic endeavors.  

Membership fees at this time are $10 a year to assist with maintenance fees including the website, photocop-
ies of brochures, advertising, and other administrative expenses. Payment by check or money order, payable 
to the club, GLHS.  

The GLHS electronic journal is published quarterly, January, April, July, and October. Submissions for April 
2020 issue are needed by March 15, 2020. Members may submit advertisements for free. 

2020 welcomes the Year of the Rat and with it a year of new beginnings, peace, pros-
perity, good health, colorful festivities and creative energies.  

The Year of the Rat observance begins on January 25, 2020, and ends on February 11, 

2021. On January 25th it is suggested you eat what the Rat likes to eat; nuts and 
cheese and wear opulent clothes and jewelry.  

Lucky numbers for 2020 include 5, 7 and 9. Lucky days include the 4th, 8th, 13th, 
and 22nd day of every month. Lucky colors of white, yellow, blue, green, gray and 

black.  

The 1996 stamp featured a cut paper design of a rat and Chinese calligra-
phy that appeared on the upper left corner of the stamp, signifying the 
word ñRatò, and on the lower left corner, representing the word ñYear.ò 
The 2020 stamp features a paper-cut folk art mask similar to those used in 
the dragon dance in Lunar New Year parades. 
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After receipt of the October 2019 
Journal, Francis F. wrote, 
ñFabulous edition!  Your time and 
trouble going into this effort is truly 
there to be seen by all.  Thank you 
for doing what you do. 

It would be a much easier read if you expanded 
the gutter between the two-column format you are 
using leaving more white space.  My eyes have 
the 'want' to continue to the right passing over the 
thin gutter and thus making no sense when read-
ing.  The other suggestion is to use a thin gray line 
between the columns in the middle of the gutter to 
create a visual 'block'.ò   
 
Thank you for your feedback Francis. I have in-
creased the gutter spacing in the January edition. 
I hope it helps.  
 
Betsy G. of the APRL sent some great sugges-
tions, ñThe masthead/title area has appeared vari-
ously as ñGLHSC Rebornò and ñReborn 2018 The 
Gay & Lesbian History on Stampsò (or The Gay 
& Lesbian History on Stamps, Reborn 2018).  In 
the library world, we take the form found on the 
journal as the title, and at APRL we actually put 
our journals on the shelf in title order. If your in-
tended title is ñGay and Lesbian History on 
Stamps Journalò, it would be lovely if it appeared 
that way at the top of the front page so that it will 
be found under that title in our catalog and on our 
shelves, and be cited consistently in bibliog-
raphies. In the computer world, even the ñ&ò ver-
sus ñandò makes a difference in searchingò and 
ñWhen a newsletter is sent out as email attach-
ment, it would also be nice if the attached files 
were named consistently to list in order when 
downloaded and saved.  We receive approximate-
ly 70 journals by email or download, and it makes 
it much easier to see which issues we have and to 
download and save them if the issues have con-
sistent file names.ò 

This is my first attempt as Editor for a journal, so 
any and all suggestions are welcome! I also want 
to make the journals easy to store and find. Year 1 
we were ñrebornò, but you canôt be new forever. 
No one came up with a better title so now we are 
just a ñjournalò. I have implemented the sugges-
tions with the January edition. Thanks again. 
 

Brandon N., a new member wrote, ñI already used 
my member log-in to download all of the back is-
sues of the GLHS Journal on Sunday and read 
them on a long flight from Kuala Lumpur to Syd-
ney.  Iôm really impressed by the journal!  Itôs 
clearly a labor of love, and your efforts are much 
appreciatedéLooking forward to continued en-
gagement with the group!ò 
  

Vera F. wrote, ñThanks for a beautiful newslet-
ter!  You do a super job with it!!ò  
 
Phil S. wrote, ñNice job on the newsletter!ò  
 
Although I appreciate the positive feedback and 
kind words, I would not be successful without the 
submissions from our members. 
 

 
2020 ELECTION RESULTS 

Elections were held in November via survey mon-

key and the following individuals were elected to 

the GLHS Board: 

President : Lisa Foster 100% 

Vice-President : John P. Stefanek 100% 

Secretary:  Marlene Michelson 100% 

Treasurer: Laurie Anderson 100% 

Editor: Lisa Foster 95.65% of the vote, with 

4.35% of the vote for write-in Larry Crain. Larry 

was informed and offered the position but de-

clined at this time due to a multitude of other phil-

atelic ventures currently on his plate.  

Thanks to all who participated in the election, and 
to those who volunteered to serve.  

American Philatelic Society 
(APS) 

Gay & Lesbian History on Stamps 
an APS Affiliate (AF0205),           

        since 08/31/1991.                                                          
GLHS is listed on the online directory of spe-
cialty societies at https://stamps.org/Collect/
Affiliates and https://classic.stamps.org/

Specialty-Societies.  
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2020 LGBT AnniversariesðJohn P. Stefanek 

Here is a list of LGBTQ-related 2020 anniver-
saries that might appear in philately: 

EuroPride 2020 will be held in Thessaloniki, 
Greece 

25 years since the death of Jon Hinson 

50 years since the first Gay Pride march 

50 years since the death of Alice Hamilton 

50 years since the death of Janis Joplin 

50 years since the death of Yukio Mishima 

75 years since the death of Alla Nazimova 

100 years since the birth of Montgomery Clift 

100 years since the birth of William Hutt 

100 years since the birth of Tom of Finland 

100 years since the death of John Reed 

125 years since the birth of Lorenz Hart 

125 years since the birth of J. Edgar Hoover 

125 years since the birth of Hattie McDaniel 

125 years since the birth of Rudolph Valentino 

125 years since the birth of Sergei Yesenin 

175 years since the birth of King Ludwig II of Ba-
varia 

200 years since the birth of Susan B. Anthony 

200 years since the birth of Florence Nightingale 

200 years since the death of Stephen Decatur 

250 years since the birth of Ludwig van Beetho-
ven 

250 years since the birth of Friedrich Holderlin 

275 years since the birth of Mikhail Kutuzov 

325 years since the death of Juana Ines de la Cruz 

375 years since the birth of William Kidd 

425 years since the death of Torquato Tasso 

500 years since the death of Raphael 

2125 years since the birth of Cicero 

2375 years since the birth of Alexander the Great 

c. 2425 years since the death of Sophocles 

c. 2425 years since the death of Euripides 

c. 2450 years since the birth of Xenophon 

Editors note: if any member would like to write an 
article regarding any of the above topics and/or 
individuals to be published in the 2020 GLHS 
journals it would be greatly appreciated.  

                                  LOVE                                 

ñPop is love in that it accepts allé,ògay artist 
Robert Indiana (1928-2018) once told an inter-
viewer when asked about the meaning of pop art. 
Indianaôs work often consisted of bold, simple, 
iconic images, especially numbers and short 
words like EAT, HUG, and, his best known exam-
ple, LOVE. His LOVE print, first created for the 
Museum of Modern Artôs Christmas card in 1965, 
was the basis for his 1970 Love sculpture and the 
1973 LOVE stamp. Indianan failed to copyright 
this creation, making one of the most ripped-off 
pieces of art of all.  

GLHS @ LONDON 2020 

*Wednesday May 6 10:00 AM to 11:50 AM * 

If you would like to give a presentation or add an 
item to the agenda please write Lisa Foster at   
fosteld@gmail.com  

If anyone is willing to volunteer to organize a 
GLHS social during the exhibition time period, 
contact glhstamps2@gmail.com. The opportuni-
ties are immense. For example, May 5th will be 
Cinco de Mayo or GLHS can spend a night on the 
town in neighboring Soho or plan a visit to The 
Postal Museum, or a group meal, oréé 
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Mario TestinoðBy John P. Stefanek 

Mario Testino is a successful 
and influential fashion photog-
rapher.  His images have de-
fined the auras of Burberry and 
Gucci and Versace and have re-
invented Madonna and Diana 
and Kate. 

Mario Testino was born on 30 
October 1954 in Lima, Peru.  In 
1976, he moved to London 

from Peru with the ambition to become a fashion 
photographer.  Heôs said that he has been hugely 
influenced by Cecil Beaton. 

He worked as a waiter at Peppermint Park restau-
rant and shared his flat with designer Patrick Kin-
month.  Patrick commissioned Marioôs first photos 
for Vogue.  Patrick became his eminence grise in 
staging photographs.  The two have collaborated 
for over 25 years.   

Mario worked with Harperôs Bazaar and GQ until 
the late 1980s.  He moved to Paris.  In 1995, he 
got a call from Madonna, asking him to do a cam-
paign for Versace.  Eventually entitled ñVersace 
Presents Madonna by Testino,ò it was the start of 
Marioôs celebrity portrait photography. 

He first photographed 
Kate Moss when she 
was sixteen.  Their con-
tinued professional re-
lationship helped her 
reach supermodel sta-
tus. 

   
In 1997, he photographed   
Diana, Princess of Wales, for 
Vanity Fair prior to a planned 
auction of her gowns at Chris-
tieôs for charity.  It was Di-
anaôs last official portrait sit-
ting, just five months before 
her death. 

A major exhibition, Mario Testino: Portraits, was 
staged at the National Portrait Gallery in London 
in 2002.  It toured to Edinburgh, Amsterdam, Mi-
lan, Tokyo, and Mexico City. 

In a 2009 interview, Mario said he was not popular 
at school because of his flamboyance.  When 
asked if he was gay, he said he does not like la-

bels, except Gucci. 

In 2010, Mario was appointed the Grand Cross 
rank of the Order of Merit for Distinguished Ser-
vice in Peru, the highest award bestowed by the 
nation of Peru to commend notable civil and mili-
tary merit. 

In 2014, Mario received an honorary OBE (Officer 
of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire) 
in recognition of services in photography and 
charity. 

In a January 2018 article published by The New 
York Times, thirteen male assistants and models 
claim Mario Testino subjected them to sexual ad-
vances.  In a March 2018 article, five more male 
models and assistants advanced claims of sexual 
harassment by Mario Testino. 

Diana Princess of Wales by Mario Testino at Ken-
sington Palace, edited by Patrick Kinmonth, 
TASCHEN, London, 2005 

Mario Testino Portraits, edited by Patrick Kin-
month, Hachette Book Group, New York, third 
printing 2010 

ñMario Testino: óitôs not all glamour,ôò by Nigel 
Farndale, The Telegraph, 24 February 2009 

ñMale Models Say Mario Testino and Bruce We-
ber Sexually Exploited Them,ò by Jacob Bern-
stein, Matthew Schneier, and Vanessa Friedman, 
The New York Times, 13 January 2018 

ñMany Accusations, Few Apologies,ò by Jacob 
Bernstein, Vanessa Friedman, and Matthew 
Schneier, The New York Times, 3 March 2018 

 

Known stamp designs based on Mario Testinoôs 
work: 

Burundi 1162; Canada 2465, 2467; Central Afri-
can Republic 1510, 9/21/15, 5/23/19; Democratic 
Republic of Congo (Zaire) 1483b-c, 4/29/11, 
8/16/13; Djibouti 1085; Great Britain 2901; Guin-
ea 12/5/06, 3/1/11, 8/15/13, 6/3/16; Guinea-Bissau 
11/9/10, 1/5/12; Jersey 1950; Mozambique 2138, 
5/10/16, 7/10/16; Mustique 8/15/08; Nevis 1516a, 
1966c; New Zealand 2362-3; Niger 4/20/16, 
12/28/17; Pitcairn Islands 717a; St. Kitts 551; St. 
Thomas & Prince Islands 2203d, 2222, 2368c, 
2410a, 3043, 3062; Sierra Leone 3860b, 3878, 
4137c-d, 4270; Solomon Islands 2037a-d, 2061; 
Togo 10/26/15, 8/1/16; Union Island 324b 
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Breaking the IceðBrandon Nugent 

In an attempt for GLHS members to get better ac-
quainted with each other, members are invited to 
introduce themselves by answering questions to be 
published in the Journal.  

 
Iôm Brandon Nugent, and 
Iôm excited to be a new 
member of GLHS!  Born 
and raised in New Orle-
ans, LA, I now call Mem-
phis, TN home.  But I 
donôt live there.  As a 
Foreign Service Officer 
for the U.S. Department 
of State, I spend most of 
my career serving at U.S. 
diplomatic posts overseas 
on tours of duty that 

range between one and three years.  Currently, my 
husband and I are assigned to the U.S. Consulate 
in Sydney, Australia.  Our previous postings have 
been to Islamabad, Havana, and Sarajevo (in addi-
tion to a couple of stints in Washington, DC). 

I was first bitten by the stamp collecting bug when 

I was about 12 years old.  My mother was going 
through some old boxes of mementos to decide 
what to keep, and I was helping (as much as a cu-

rious 12 year old can help).  One of the items we 
came across was my motherôs childhood stamp 
collection.  I clearly remember pulling the red al-

bum out of the box, flipping through pages for 
each country of the world, and being fascinated by 
the unusual stamps hinged here and there.  In par-

ticular, triangle shaped stamps from a country Iôd 
never heard of caught my eye.  Iôd always been 
interested in geography, appreciated art, and had a 
tendency to organize things.  The thought of find-

ing more small curiosities that linked all of those 
elements was the launching pad for a hobby Iôve 

thoroughly enjoyed, with a break during the last 
year of high school and during my undergraduate 

studies, for over twenty years. 

The question of ñwhat do you collectò is quite 
loaded in the stamp collecting world.  Itôs an inter-
rogatory that sometimes makes me a little uncom-
fortable (millennial snowflake, I guess), not be-
cause I mind sharing my interests but because of 
the way it is sometimes used to classify folks as 
amateur ñstamp collectorsò or serious 
ñphilatelists.ò  I donôt collect the various shades, 
watermarks, and perforations of some 1873 issue 
from a dead country.  So, I guess that places me 
firmly into the amateur category! Principally, Iôve 
found myself drawn to engraved stamps issued by 

France and its former colo-
nies or affiliated countries.  
Thereôs something particular-
ly striking about the detailed 
elements and sharp coloring 
of those engraved stamps that 
makes them irresistible.  Each 
one is a work of art, a labor of 

love by the engraver.  Although France, Monaco, 
and a few other countries still issue occasional en-
graved stamps, most of the former colonies ceased 
frequent use of that printing technique around 
1975.   

Apart from that main collecting interest, I also col-
lect aviation-themed stamps, covers, and philatelic 
material.  And, of course, I also have a 
ñmiscellaneousò album.  It contains all of the 
stamps I find interesting but which donôt fit into 
one of those other categories, including a bit of 
gay and lesbian history.  The most recent addition 
to that album is Australiaôs marriage equality set, 
issued earlier this year. 

Brandon Nugent (left) and 
his husband, Mark Evans 

Brandon visiting the main retail outlet of the philatelic 
agency in New Caledonia on a recent trip to Noumea. 

France, Scott C22 

Australiaôs marriage equality law came into ef-
fect on December 9, 2017 after 61.6% of respond-

ents to a postal poll conducted earlier in the year 
supported changing the countryôs laws to permit 

same-sex marriage.  Australia Post issued a set of 
two commemorative stamps celebrating marriage 

equality on October 1, 2019.  (Cont. on page 6 ).   


