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From Lambda Phy.5aP@shri OFFICE CELEBRATES "PRIDE DAY"

Journal , SHRmAMe =19 8 9

o by Nildo Harper

S o ;

S On June 25, 1989, the United States Postal Service (USPS) became the

first federal agency to officially acknowledge "Pride Day" and the
twentieth anniversary of Stonewall Uprising by authorizing a pictorial
cancellation. The postmark was a resounding success notwithstanding Senator
Jesse Helms attempt to prevent the event.

It all begin when the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation, Inc.
(GLAAD) read the coverage of our club in the national Advocate magazine
(Issue 500 - 6/7/88). Ironically, none of GLAAD staff are philatelists!

While seeking the approval of USPS, GLAAD also enlisted the help of our
club. We met to discuss methods of making this project appealing to stamp
collectors -- covers, maxicards, postcards, etc. . : o

Paul Hennefeld, winner of several national and st o014
awards for his extraordinary collection "Alternate Lifestyles of Famous
People" (an exhibit which documents historical figures on various forms of
philatelic material), our president Ed S Centeno and other officials of
GLHSC, were most helpful to GLAAD both from a philatelically and historical
ly standpoint. The cancellation was finally approved on June 8th (to late
for adequate coverage on major stamp newspapers).

GLAAD proceeded with original plans of issuing 5,000 souvenir post-
cards with space for postage and postmark on front. We (GLHSC) decided to,
independently issue cachets using the cover page from Paul's collection.

The design features the Heritage of Pride logo designed by Keith Haring
an international renowned (gay) pop artist. Mr. Haring is no stranger to
philatelists. In 1984 the World Federation of United Nations Associations
(WFUNA) commissioned him to design a cachet and lithograph for the Interna-
tional Youth Year' first day of issue. His second design for WFUNA was for
the International Volunteer Day' first day of issue.

During "Pride Day“.i'Parade and streek. fair, one could -feel . the
excitement in the air!! Lines for the cancellation were extremely long and
post office employees worked tirelessly until 5:00 P.M.

People were mailing letters and postcards to friends, relatives and
loved ones from the mobile post office located at Sheridan Square. GLAAD
sold out it's entire run of special postcards and estimated that over
25,000 cancellations had been applied!! USPS more conservatively estimated
about 15,000 cancellations, nevertheless a very high volume for one day.

The USPS stated that for other street fairs and special events in New
York City, less than 3-4,000 cancels were the norm.

Our club also took part of the festivities by having a booth at the
treet fair. Xen, Ed's life companion, constructed a sturdy and most impres
ive booth for our club (it sure pays having a handy man around the house).

The idea was so successful that we are making it a yearly ritual and
possibly having a float.

Thankfully, Ken constructed a roof to shield us from the sun. The booth
accommodated four people comfortably with chairs and cooler, and plenty of
counter space to display various philatelic material. We passed out copies
of Linn's News and Stamp, club literature, promotional material encouraging
pbeople into philately. I must say, the view from the booth was quite
enticing - the day was hot and most people were wearing the most minimal
attire...

We were really surprised at the number of people who collected stamps,
but were ‘'"unaware" of organized philately. Most of the pecple that stopped
by our booth (1,020) were only interested in purchasing the cachet for
friends and for its political and historical significance. We sold out all
800 prepared covers and we took orders for{many people that missed out!!

=
S

pagel



DESIES

STONEWALL, which

the

Pri-dentDayfrom page 2.

: occurred twenty years ago, was the openning salvo in
fight for gay liberation. On that Friday, June 27, police officers and

detecitves descended on a gay owned establiment called "Stonewall Inn" in
Greenwich Village and prepared to arrest patrons without ID's. Such raids
were routine enough, but the atmosphere that night was filled with
outrage. :
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