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OCTOBER ISé 

LGBT History Month and National Stamp Collecting 

Month!!!  LGBT Month was first celebrated in the 

United States in 1994. Founded by a Missouri High 

School teacher, Rodney Wilson  who believed a 

month should be dedicated to the celebration and 

teaching of gay and lesbian history.  

It is celebrated in October to coincide with National 

Coming Out Day on October 11, and the anniversary of the first march on 

Washington by the LGBT community on October 14, 1979. The month also 

includes Spirit Day on October 18th, in which people around the country 

wear purple in support of LGBT youth, partially in remembrance of Mathew 

Shepardôs murder in October, 1998.  

Since 2006, Equality Forum has highlighted exemplary role models from the 

LGBT community, highlighting a new icon every day on their website 

lgbthistorymonth.com.  

All month be sure to use #LGBTHistoryMonth and #StampCollectingMonth 

when posting on social media.  

ñThere will not be a 
magic day when we 
wake up and Itôs now 
okay to express our-
selves publicly. We 
make that day by do-
ing things publicly 
until itôs simply the 
way things are.ò  

Tammy Baldwin, (first 
openly gay US Senator) 
from her ñNever Doubtò 
speech at the Millennium 
March for Equality, 2000 

The objectives of GLHS are to promote an interest in the collection, study and dissemination of knowledge 
of worldwide philatelic material that depicts: Notable men and women and their contributions to society for 
whom historical evidence exists of homosexual or bisexual orientation; Mythology, historical events and ide-
as significant in the history of gay culture; Flora and fauna scientifically proven to having prominent homo-
sexual behavior, and other philatelic endeavors.  

The GLHS journal is published quarterly, January, April, July, and October. Submissions for January 2019ôs 

issue are needed by December 15, 2018. Members may submit advertisements for free. 
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I am thrilled to see the rebirth of GLHS!  The slow fade away and demise of the original organization was 

painful to watch and experience.  The last Journal published by the long-time Editor Joe Petronie was 

completed December of 2012 and by the second quarter of 2013 it was apparent no one was going to step 

forward to keep the organization alive and well.   

Sad as it was to watch, there were few options available.  The old service provider of the website removed 

the content and let the domain name lapse.  Further conversations with Joe yielded no encouragement.  

Towards the end of 2013, I was able to find an anonymous donor who ponied up $200 to partially cover 4 

years of web service and 4 years of a domain registration.  I paid the difference of $75 to get the site online.  

My objective was to simply make 30 years of Journals available to the public.   

I received sporadic communications now and again telling me that the site was actually being used.  I forgot 

to have the service provider turn on data analytics so 2014 is blank.  The data in years hence has given me 

hope that the information is being looked at by the internet community.  The numbers are not extraordinary, 

but they show an interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

I am happy to know that the site will have a home with the reborn GLHS.  In addition, I have volunteered to 

handle the website until 06.01.19, which should give enough time for a new webmaster to come forward and 

become familiar with the site. 

My involvement with the GLHSC ï started in 1998 with my membership.  The archives of 30 years of 

journals can be found at www.GLHSonline.org ï click on the ARCHIVES button.  My memberôs profile 

appeared December of 1999, on page 7.  The Journal of June 2000, on page 8 ï included my first column 

under the title of the ñThe Florida Forty Stamperò.  Ten years later that title changed to reflect another decade 

of life.  The column appeared in almost every Journal until the publication ended with the December of 2012 

issue.  I did have to take a two-year hiatus from 2002-2004 as a new job simply did not allow me the time or 

energy to write.  Now I am approaching another ten-year milestone ï and the column will not reflect that!  

Instead, I have and will title this column ñGiving Backò.  The column will have different content as 

something may catch my eye.  It might be a commentary or profile.  We shall see in what direction it goes.  

                                                (Continued on page 3).   

Year Average Hits per Month Unique Visitors per Year 

2015 1,466 1,728 

2016 2,172 2,448 

2017 1,316 1,762 

2018 (through mid-Aug) 1,176 3,238 
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Giving Back cont. from page 2.  

You may wonder about the lack of a ñcò in the current web address.  The original organization was called the 
ñGay & Lesbian History Stamp Clubò  -- thus the website was GLHSC.org.  When the original site went dark 
and the domain name expired in the later part of 2013, a predatory entity bought the rights to the name and 
held the name hostage for an exorbitant amount of money.  Thus, when the site was brought back in 2014, the 
name GLHSonline.org was used.  Which simply stands for ñGay & Lesbian History on Stampsò. 

While I will not be involved in the management structure of the GLHS, I will work behind the scenes to 
provide support.  As I approach retirement from my real job, I am attempting to shed responsibilities and 
duties that I do not want to hang around my neck.  Over the years I have held leadership roles in a number of 
philatelic organizations, including the Central Florida Stamp Club (97 strong!) and also as the general 
chairman of a World Series of Philately Show for 17 years ï FLOREX which this year is moving from 
Orlando to Kissimmee.  These are all duties I learned from and enjoyed, but it is time to become a collector 
again ï and sit in the back of the room. 

Rosa Bonheur     -John P. Stefanek 

Rosa Bonheur, the great French animal painter, 
was hailed as the most popular artist, male or fe-
male, of the nineteenth century.  She was the first 
female artist to earn admittance to the once exclu-
sively male club founded by Napoleon Bonaparte, 
the French Legion of Honor.  She also had a spe-
cial liking for trousers, tobacco, and an unconven-
tional lifestyle. 

Rosaôs most famous work is The Horse Fair.  It 
features stunning depictions of the well-muscled 
Percheron breed of draft horse, and other breeds, 
partially inspired by Parthenon friezes and Theo-
dore Gericaultôs Romantic stallions.  The large 
painting was first exhibited at the Paris Salon of 1853.  It currently resides at the Metropolitan Museum of 
Art in New York, gifted by Cornelius Vanderbilt II. 

Rosalie-Marie Bonheur was born in 1822 in Bordeaux, France.  The family moved to Paris in 1829.  Her 
father was a painter and art educator and a disciple of Saint-Simonianism, a movement promoting gender 
equality amongst other reforms.  Her mother came from a well-to-do family, and she raised her four chil-
dren in relative poverty until her sudden death in 1833.  The death profoundly affected Rosa, later regretting 
that ñMother grew up like a princess, but died a pauperôs death.ò 

Rosa was apprenticed to a seamstress, but was not interested.  She preferred to sketch animals in the dirt.  
After she was expelled from a boarding school (at which her father was an instructor), her father resigned to 
educate and train Rosa in his own studio.  In effect, Rosa ran the studio, eventually training her three young-
er siblings in art, as well. 

Some close friends of the family engaged Rosaôs father to paint a portrait of their daughter.  Thus, in 1836, 
fourteen-year-old Rosa first met twelve-year-old Nathalie Micas.  Rosa gave Nathalie art lessons while 
Nathalie looked after Rosaôs art and Rosa.  Their association was recognized as a virtual marriage within the 
Micas household.  Shortly before his death, Nathalieôs father implored Rosaôs father to let the two live to-
gether.  After Rosaôs father died in 1849, Rosa moved in with Nathalie and Nathalieôs mother.  

Rosa made her debut at the Salon of 1841, submitting Goats and Sheep and Two Rabbits.  More animal 
painting submissions followed, each year, leading to a 3rd Place medal in 1845 and a Gold Medal in 1848.  
Rosaôs fame and income grew.  Based on her success, she was commissioned by the government, leading to 
Ploughing in the Nivernais, which won a First medal at the 1849 Salon.        (Continued on page 4).   

     Grenada, May 18, 2015, Scott 4032 
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Rosa Bonheur  cont. from page 3. 

A second government commission arrived in 1852, which eventually 
resulted in Haymaking, but Rosa preferred to complete work on anoth-
er project:  The Horse Fair.  The work brought Rosa international 
recognition.  Newspapers in America offered free prints to entice sub-
scriptions.  Thousands of American children, including one Anna 
Klumpke, clutched Rosa Bonheur dolls while admiring reproductions 
of the work and others by the animal artist at school. 

Research for her work required Rosa to venture, alone, to slaughter-
houses, farms, forests, etc.  For safety, she adopted a ñmale disguiseò 
of trousers, a workmanôs smock, felt hat, and heavy boots.  In nine-
teenth century France, it was illegal for women to wear trousers. So, 
Rosa was one of only twelve women to obtain a cross-dressing permit 
in the 1850s.  Rosa almost always wore trousers at home, and Nathalie 
was certain to make sure Rosa wore a dress when the occasion re-
quired it. 

With her earnings, in 1860 Rosa Bonheur bought a chateau in By, near                 
Fontainebleau.  Nathalie and Nathalieôs mother joined her there.  In 
1864, no less than Empress Eugenie herself visited Rosa at her new 
studio in By to present the Cross of the Legion of Honor and to com-
mission Sheep by the Sea.  The following year, Rosa met Emperor Napole-
on III in Paris. 

After the Prussians marched near on their way to Paris in 1870, Rosaôs in-
terest turned to lions and tigers.  She even housed a lioness, named Fathma, 
at her chateau, obtained from a circus. 

Nathalieôs mother died in 1875.  Nathalie, herself, died in 1889.  Rosa profoundly grieved. 

A Wyoming rancher by the name of John Arbuckle gifted a stallion to Rosa.  Not receiving any communica-
tion in reply, he decided to visit her during a trip to France.  He engaged Anna Klumpke, an American painter 
living in Paris, as translator.  Thus, in 1889, months after Nathalieô death, 67-year-old Rosa Bonheur first met 
33-year-old Anna Klumpke.  Anna was well aware of both Rosaôs work and her recent loss.  Rosa could not 
forget Anna and kept in touch. 

Eight years later, Anna asked to paint Rosaôs portrait.  Rosa invited Anna to her chateau in the summer of 
1898.  Unbeknownst to Anna, Rosa purposely frustrated Annaôs work in order to prolong her visit.  Rosa fi-
nally declared her passionate love for Anna and proposed joining their lives together forever more.  Anna as-
sented. 

Sadly, their life together was short.  Rosa Bonheur died in 1899, designating Anna Klumpke as the sole lega-
tee in her will, as done previously with Nathalie Micas.  Rosa was interred with Nathalie and Nathalieôs moth-
er in Pere Lachaise Cemetery in Paris.  Anna took the remaining place in the vault in 1942. 

 

 

References:                                                                                                                                                                             

Rosa Bonheur: The Artistôs (Auto)biography by Anna Klumpke, translated by Gretchen van Slyke, 1997                                                    

Surpassing the Love of Men: Romantic Friendship and Love between Women from the Renaissance to the Present by 

Lillian Faderman, 1981                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Lesbian Lives: Biographies of Women from the Ladder by Barbara Grier, 1976, page 337 

  ñThe Horse Fairò, Sierra Leone,     

 April 26, 1996, Scott 1871b  
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Gay Ventures 
A Philatelic Column - Larry Crain 
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I am glad to see GLHS reborn.  I was a member years 
ago and enjoyed the journal.  To help the group, I will 
prepare a column for each issue about a philatelically 
interesting topic, but not all will be gay-related.  This 
first one is the word gay itself. 

 

I want to point out that I intend to emphasize philatel-
ic content in general.  I have an eclectic list of collec-
tions: one country from each continent, many themat-
ic topics, covers and fun things. 

 

We all are stamp collectors, collectors with many 
stamp interests, some gay-themed but many not.  This 
column will talk of many stamp elements, some gay 
some not.  I once had a high school student who was 
gay and who said that he didnôt want being gay to be 
the focus of his life.  Nor will it be of this column.  
And sometimes gay is not even gay! 

cancel:  Hon-Gay, Vietnam (Hanoi suburb) 
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corner card:  Gay Brothers & Co. 
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corner card:  Littell & Gay, Publishers 
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        Cinderella:  Gay Kingdom of the Coral Sea 
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